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THOUGHTS ON THE SUBJECT OF SUNDAY SCHOLARS WHOSE 
MINDS ARE UNDER SERIOUS IMPRESSIONS. 


It will at once be confessed by all 
that this is a topic of no ordinary in- 
terest, and it is one which should oc- 
cupy the attention of the teacher ina 
most remarkable degree; for, under 
God, much of the future character of 
the child may depend upon the in- 
struction which is given under these 
interesting circumstances. We are 
aware that in entering on this subject 
we are at once assuming the point, 
that children, even at the age in 
which they are sent to Sunday- 
schools, may so much become the 
subjects of divine grace, as to be led 
on to the serious and anxious inquiry, 
what they must do to be saved. We 
are willing to assume this point, and 
consider it as a matter already suffi- 
ciently settled by experience to au- 
thorize the assumption. There are 
many ministers of the gospel, and 
there are many superintendents and 
teachers of Sunday-schools, who read 
our pages, who can bear us witness 
that we are not setting out on a mere 
conjecture. If during seasons of great 
religious excitement, when the Lord 
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is showering down his spiritual bles- 
sings, it is one of the most difficult 
parts of ministerial duty, to deal with 
those who are convinced of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment, so as 
to be able to repress unfounded hopes 
on the one hand, and encourage the 
least spark of real sensibility to eter- 
nal things on the other,—it must be 
still more difficult for the Sunday- 
school teacher, as the object of his 
solicitude must be dealt with in a 
way peculiar to his tender years. 
Now that the system of Sunday-school 
instruction has made such rapid 
strides, it is the grand and perma- 
nent object of every well conducted 
school, to adapt all the details and 
minutia of teaching to the great pur 
pose of producing in the minds of the 
children a serious concern for the 
welfare of their never dying souls. 
And when this takes effect in any 
single instance, then should all con- 
cerned be prepared for the bést pos- 
sible method of following out the de- 
sign. 
Suppose that a child becomes, as 
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far as all good judgment can deter- 
mine, really and deeply interested in 
the concerns of religion—having 
strong convictions of the evil of sin, 
and of the necessity of a Saviour,— 
what shall be done in the way of in- 
struction to prevent the good seed 
from being destroyed? We most 
painfully remember an instance in 
which the want of proper attention 
had well nigh proved the temporal 
and eternal ruin of one, who now, 
rescued as a brand from the burning, 
ministers in holy things.—We will 
state the case as a preliminary illus- 
tration. 

A child of about ten years of age, 
became much distressed in mind on 
account of sin, and it was long before 
he could summon courage to address 
himself to the minister on whose ser- 
vices he had been accustomed to at- 
tend. When he did so it was in the 
aisle of the church, after most of 
the congregation had retired, and in 
his simplicity of heart, he knew no 
way better to express himself than to 
say, ‘*O sir, I am afraid that lama 
very bad boy, and that God will not 
love me.”” The only answer return- 
ed was—‘* Why, my child, I am sorry 
to hear it, and you must try and be 
good:” patting him on the head, the 
minister said, “ Be sure to learn your 
catechism well, and never miss com- 
ing to say it.” This, as may naturally 
be supposed, was not the peculiar 
instruction which the necessity of 
the case required, The boy felt that 
there was here no comfort, and his 
mind continued in such a state of 
agitation that he frequently walked 
on the banks of the river beyond 
Kensington for the purpose of put- 
ting an end to his existence, but wasal- 
ways providentially prevented. Once, 











on his melancholy return towards 
home, he heard the voice of prayer 
in a house which he was about pas- 
sing, and (guided doubtless by the 
Spirit) he went in. It was a small 
prayer meeting. He was observed 


| by an elderly man, who no sooner 
, saw him, than he said to him, ** My 


child, I know what ails you—come 
home with me.” The good man 
took him to his house, and in lan- 
guage suited to his capacity, told 
him the nature of his feelings—told 
him that he must repent, and ex- 
plained the peculiarities of the exer- 
cise—prayed with him, and led him 
by degrees, till he found peace in be- 
lieving. He is now a minister of the 
gospel, and his eye will, in all proba- 
bility, rest on this brief history of his 
experience. Now this illustration 
shows the necessity of paying the 
greatest possible attention to these 
cases, for one solitary instance of ne- 
glect may quench the spark which 
had just been kindled, and the indi- 
vidual guilty of that neglect be laid 
under the awful responsibility of 
leading a soul to ruin. The course 
then to be adopted in relation to chil- 
dren of Sunday-schools who may be 
seriously impressed, is, to embrace 
the opportunity afforded, and dy pe- 
culiar and careful individual instruc- 
tion, always accompanied by the most 
earnest prayer, leave no means un- 
employed to deepen those impres- 
sions, till a hope of pardon and of 
peace may be enjoyed. The same 
course should be adopted by a pious 
Sunday-school teacher, as would be 
adopted by a pious parent, in relation 
to a child who gave evidence of seri- 
ous impressions, as is well urged in 
an article on this subjectin the London 
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“What would such a parent do? 


Would he argue, I can place no de- 
pendance on early conversions, or 
would he not rather take that child 
by himself and endeavour to become 
acquainted with his particular feel- 
ings, and to encourage that child to 
open his mind? He would point 
that dear child to the word of God— 
direct him to the throne of grace— 
caution him against evil companions 
—set before him the pleasures of re- 
ligion—teach him to distinguish be- 
tween impressions and a change of 
heart, and endeavour to instil into 
his mind the real principles of chris- 
tianity, and explain their practical in- 
fluence, and then devoutly thank 
God for the prospect of success. 
There is a natural diffidence in the 
young, and those who are least com- 
municative are often the most pro- 
mising: such children will require 
the particular attention of the teach- 
er, though not to the exclusion of 
others.” 


One leading difficulty in the way 
of the teacher in these cases, is that 
of discriminating between a mere 
transient state of feeling, and the in- 
fluence of real religion on the heart. 
lf any one among his scholars ap- 
pears to be more than ordinarily im- 
pressed, the teacher will do well to 
recollect, that the same thing will 
sometimes here occur, that does oc- 
cur with reference to those advanc- 
ed in years; there will sometimes be 
impressions which like the early 
cloud and the morning dew, will 
soon vanish away. 


THE INFANT PRISONER. 


The following is extracted from a 
letter dated at Fayetteville, N. C. 
It is from the pen of a gentleman 
whose name will be ever associated 
with the efficient measures of the 
present day, for advancing the cause 
of Sunday-schools in our land. 

















“In the town of W » on the 
Chowan river, 1 saw alittle building 
about fifteen feet square, which, by 
its little grated windows, not more 
than as many inches in size, was rea- 
dily recognized as the common gaol. 
Among its inmates, who are old con- 
victs, | saw a poor little creature who 
by raising himself up could show his 
emaciated face through the iron bars. 
On inquiry, | was amazed to learn 
that this child, 9 or 10 years of age, 
was confined in this miserable place, 
from which the most horrid stench 
assailed my senses as I approached it, 
on the charge of murder, for shoot- 
ing a younger brother. It may be, 
the deed was one of those heedless 
acts which children will commit even 
deliberately, and without malice. At 
any rate, the child is immured in this 
most filthy place, common to all the 
convicts, without beds and without 
fire, the moisture of the floor sound- 
ing at every movement of their feet, 
with a single blanket each, their only 
protection against the cold of winter, 
Here has this child been since Sep. 
tember, and here he must remain wll 
March, when his trial will come on, It 
would be easy to draw a picture as , 
revolting as the sight itself, but it is 
too afflicting a reality for any such 
effort.” 


Hard must be the heart which can 
remain unaffected by such a recital, 
and its introduction may appear at 
first sight as a wanton experiment 
upon the feelings of our readers, Our 
pages contain, indeed, but few re- 
cords of suffering and crime. The 
nature of the cause to which they are 
devoted, and the means and agency 
enlisted in its furtherance, have lit- 
tle affinity with the afflictive details 
of human depravity. 


But there may, nevertheless, be ad- 
vantage in thus occasionally withdraw- 
ing the attention of the Sunday-school 
teacherfrom the contemplation of his 
peaceful and happy charge, to melan- 
choly contrasts of misery and wretch- 


_ edness. They will at least serve to sti- 
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mulate his efforts, and induce a more 
determined and unwearied persever- 


if the germ of deadly passion spring 
so early, and is so soon ripened into 
unnatural maturity, not an hour 
shoukl be lost in checking its first 
growth. Efforts to imbue the infant 
heart with virtue can scarcely be 
made too soon. It is sadly evident 


that they are often delayed too long. 
ae 


INTERESTING QUERY. 


“How should the superintendent 
and teachers act towards one of their 
brethren who is often late and irreg- 
ular in attendance ?” 


This is a query taken from the 
Teachers’ Magazine of London. The 
evil complained of is one which it is 
of the utmost importance to correct. 
With us it does not exist now as in 
the early history of Sunday-schools in 
this country; for among the manifest 
improvements of the age there has 
been, in general, a most extraordina- 
ry sensibility to the obligations which 
rest on the teacher. There are 
doubtless many and melancholy cases 
of those who as yet have not felt their 
responsibilities as they ought, and 
who are late and irregular in their at- 
tendance. If these lines should fall 
in the way of any such, we would 
wish them to pause and consider the 
incalculable injury they are doing, 
and that it is far better for them to 
leave the field to others who will 
work, than to occupy places for 
which they are so manifestly deficient. 
In answer to the above query, we 
can do no better than adopt the brief 
amd pithy advice given by ‘“ Experi. 
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ence,” in the Magazine from which 


| the query itself is taken:— 
ance in his beneficent labours. For | 


1 would recommend—first, pri- 
vate inquiry; secondly, private ex- 
postulation; and thirdly, a private 
hint to the offender to leave the 
school, unless he could and would 
conform to its rules.” 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


Estract of a letter from the Rev. William Torrey, 
to the Corresponding Secretary, dated 


Buenos Ayres, Aug. 28, 1827. 


Being obliged to address you in re- 
lation to our wants, I have thought 
I perhaps could not render your So- 
ciety a more acceptable service, than 
to accompany our application with a 
brief history of the Sunday-school 
cause in Buenos Ayres. Many of the 
facts are already known to your So- 
ciety and the readers of your Maga- 
zine, yet for the sake of presenting 
them in their connexion, I shall re- 
peat them here. 

The beginning of Sabbath-school 
labours in this city, and so far as I 
know, in South America, was made 
in March, 1821, by Mr. James Thomp- 
son, who came here as the agent of 
the British and Foreign School So- 
ciety, about the beginning of 1819, 
and Mr. William Tait, who arrived in 
1820. 

The school was opened with 4 boys 
and 3 girls. The number of scholars 
seems never to have exceeded ten or 
twelve, and previous to Mr Tait’s de- 
parture for England in September 
1822, the school was discontinued. 

In October, 1823, Messrs. Brigham 
and Parvin arrived from the United 
States, and in the December follow- 
ing Mr. Tait returned with his family. 
In March, 1824, the school was reviv- 
ed and taught principally by Mr. 
Parvin and a young lady in Mr. Tait’s 
family, Miss Mary Hill, who had 
charge of the female scholars. It 
began with 12 children. The num- 
ber who attended, more or less regu- 
larly, during the summer, was about 
twenty. From June to September 
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the school was suspended, owing 
chiefly to the inclemency of the 


weather. During this suspension, a | 


| 
| 


J 
' 


donation of books, class-papers, &c. | 


was received from the American Sun- | 


day-School Union, which greatly fa- — 


cilitated the operations of the school, 
and which with a second donation re- 


ceived in August, 1825, from the | 
same benevolent source, have fur- | 
nished almost an entire stock hither- | 


to. Shortly after the resuscitation of 


the school in September, 1824, Mr. | 
Brigham, whose attentions in visiting 


and addressing the scholars excited a 
good degree of interest, departed for 
Chili and Mexico. Previous to his 
departure, a young gentleman from 
the United States, who was one of the 
editors of the first daily paper here, 
engaged as ateacher. Inthe winter 


of 1825, the school was again sus- | 


pended. It revived when the wea- 
ther became warmer, and was taught 
till September, when Mr P., left for 
the United States. 

In April, 1826, the school again 
recommenced at Mr. Tait’s, with 
from 20 to 25 scholars, most of whom 
were members of a female school 
taught during the week by Miss Hill. 
An agreement was made to visit the 
children connected with the school, 
and others of whom the teachers 
might have knowledge. 

The connexion of the writer with 
the school commenced in the close of 
February, 1827. The number in the 
afternoon was then, on an average, 
about 20, and in the morning 10 or 


15. The enlargement of the number | 
of teachers rendered it practicable to || 


pay more attention to the subject of 
visiting the children, and the result 
of this increased attention was soon 
perceived on the school. 

The second Monday in April, the 
Monthly Concert for Sabbath-schools 
was commenced among the teachers, 
and several regulations adopted for 


On the third Sabbath in April the re- | 


wards for the last 4 or 5 months were 

distributed, and the parents for the 

first time assembled and addressed. 
The effect of this meeting was 


perceived, not only on the school, but | 


on our evening congregation worship- 
ping in the same room. Some who 


had never previously attended our 
meeting, have since done so. Du- 
ring the month which succeeded this 
public meeting, 24 new scholars were 


_ received, a part of whom were intro- 


duced through the medium of the 
British schools here, both the teach- 
ers of which were teachers also in the 
Sabbath-school. 

At the monthly meeting in July, the 
foundation of a library was laid, by a 
resolution of the teachers to contri- 
bute books for that purpose. On 
collecting the books, it was found that 
51 volumes had been contributed, in- 
cluding about a dozen of those sent 
out by the Union as reward books, 
which had been reserved and lent by 


/ one of the teachers to the members 
| of her class. 


A considerable portion 
of these books, however, as was to be 
expected from the circumstances, 
are not well adapted to our wants; so 
that at present one of our most pres- 
sing wants is an increase of suitable 
and interesting books for the library. 
The supply of this deficiency is the 
more desirable, as from the scarcity 
of useful and interesting books here, 
the library is a source of benefit to 
the teachers and parents, as well as 


_ to the scholars; nor is it magnifying 


the importance of our infant institu- 
tion, to say, that few Sunday-school 
libraries in the United States, exert 
so extensive an influence as would be 
here exerted by a well selected and 
extensive one. 

On the third Sabbath in July, was 
our second public meeting, and dis- 
tribution of rewards for the last quar- 
ter. 60 children were present, of 
whom 50 received rewards. Six of 
those rewarded were Spanish chil- 
dren, one a girl who had been some 
time in the school, the others, mem- 


| bers of a olass of boys organized in 


May last. 
The number of parents and spec- 


|| tators was considerably larger than 
the better management of the school. | 


before, and among them we had the 
pleasure of seeing several Spanish 
gentlemen of distinction, includin 

the parents of three of the Spanish 
boys. One of these gentlemen was 
the editor of the then leading go- 
vernment gazette, and inserted in his 
paper of Tuesday a very favourable 
notice of the school, expressing his 
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wish to see it extend its influence 
among the natives. From that day, 
not a Sabbath has passed without 
bringing some addition to our num- 
bers. Our roll now contains 110 
names, and the average attendance 
in the afternoon for the last month 
has been from 55 to 60, and from 35 
to 40 in the morning. 

On the third Sabbath in this month, 
(August,) we had a public assemblage 
of the parents, in pursuance of a re- 
solution passed in July, to have such 
an one monthly. We had present 67 
children and a larger number of 
spectators than ever before. The 
meeting was addressed, in addition 
to the usual exercises, by Mr. John 
P. Robertson, the founder and sup- 
porter of the Scotch colony about 
15 miles from here, who came into 
the city for the sole purpose of at- 
tending the meeting, and who has on 
other occasions rendered essential 
services to the school. Mr. R. has 
an extensive influence and acquaint- 
ance among the merchants here, and 
is in some respects among them here, 
what some eminent individuals are in 
the United States. 

Should it appear, as it perhaps 
may at first, that we have an unusual 
large proportion of absent scholars, I 
remark that one reason for this is, 
that our 110 children are scattered 
over all parts of a city larger, as to 
territory, than Philadelphia. Anoth- 
er reason is, that in respect to many 
of them, it is an entirely new busi- 
ness—several of them never, till 
within the few last months, saw the 
inside of a school of any description. 
Another, and still more important 
reason is, that from the distance 
which they are scattered from each 
other, and the occupations of the 
teachers during the week, visiting, 
that main spring in the Sunday- 
school machinery, as far as means are 
concerned, is too little practised. To 
remedy the first of these difficulties, 
a school was commenced last Sab- 
bath afternoon, in a part of the city 
about a mile and a half distant. Only 
7 children were present at the open- 
ing, but the number will probably 
increase to 15 or 20. The great dif- 
ficulty is in regard to teachers, espe- 
cially for the female classes. The 


| 











second of the above mentioned rea- 
sons can be removed only by time ; 
and the third must exist till funds are 
provided from some source to sup- 
port a man here, who can devote bis 
whole time to religious efforts. To 
remedy the want of teachers, I pro- 
pose forming a class of 5 or 6 of the 
largest girls, for the purpose of train- 
ing them up to that work. To aid 
me in this, I want by the first oppor- 
tunity, a dozen or two of James’s 
“‘Teacher’s Guide.” We have at 
present 12 teachers, though only 6 
are regularly present all day. The 
others come some only in the after- 
noon, and some irregularly. 

In June, a weekly singing school 
was commenced on Thursday even- 
ing, for the purpose of teaching the 
larger scholars; several of the con- 
gregation have generally attended, 
and the meeting has been closed by 
singing a hymn and prayer. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Ro- 
bertson, we were furnished with the 
means of redeeming our tickets at 
the last distribution of rewards, and 
through his agency also, I have ap- 
plied to the London Union for the 
means of redeeming them the next 
quarter. We are in want of almost 
every thing, tickets, class-papers, 
hymn books, catechisms, and les- 
sons, as well as reward books, and 
books for the library. We want also 
100 Testaments, some of which we 
might sell cheap, and others give 
away. Sets of the “* Youth’s Friend,” 
in neat half bound volumes, would be 
useful, and some might be sold; a 
complete set of the Sunday-School 
Magazine is also desirable, as well as 
the future numbers; a dozen or two 
of morocco bound pocket Testaments, 
for rewards among the higher classes, 
we also need. In relation to the li- 
brary, books of a narrative or des- 
criptive kind are preferable, select 
biographies are also very useful here. 

And now, my dear sir, having stat- 


ed summarily our history and our 
_ wants, I may be permitted to add a 


few words in regard to our prospects. 
And first of all I wish to say, that 
there is reason to hope that by the 
blessing of God on his labours, a man 


_ entirely devoted to the interests of 
| Sunday-schools, might be very useful. 
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The increase which has taken place, 
has taken place under circumstances 
more adverse than have existed at 
any time during the last three or four 
years. The number of the English 
population has been constantly di- 
minishing, and the pressure of the 
times has been unprecedented on 
those who have remained, especially 
a on the labouring classes, from which a 
| 3 very large portion of the congregation, 
q and almost the whole Sabbath-school 
are derived. It is further to be re- 
marked in regard to the school, that 
the increase has been almost the 
whole of it during the winter months, 
a part of the year in which, always 
in past years, the school has dwin- 
dled to nothing, and been for a time 
suspended; indeed so hard has the 
griping hand of poverty pressed on 
the parents, that during the most se- 
vere part of the winter, we have had, 
every Sabbath, children literally 
barefoot, and clothed only with the 
remains of their summer garments, 
some of whom have come nearly a 
mile. Ido not in the least exceed 
my own sober conviction, and the 
opinion of those who have been con- 
versant with schools in England and 
the United States, when I say, that 
very rarely at home, is more interest 
manifested by the children, or more 
orderly and sober conduct exhibited, 
than we witness in this school, 

In relation to the probable increase 
of the school, my hope is, that during 
the summer we may obtain a regular 
attendance of from 75 to 100, and en- 
large the roll to perhaps 150. I am 
satisfied that this could be done if the 
time and attention which is needed 
could be paid to visiting, which is to 
successful Sabbath-school exertion 
here, very much what action was to 
eloquence among the ancient rheto- 
ricians—the first, second, and third 
thing in point of importance. Much 
beyond these numbers we cannot ex- 
pect to go, till the river opens, and 
the number of families increases. 

These remarks apply only to our 
aay among the English popu- 
ation; the little beginning which “a 
been made among the Spanish chil- 
dren, has opened the door to a field 
which is comparatively boundless, 
and is white already to the harvest. 


























| secretary of state, has repeatedly ex- 


In saying this, I do not mean that the 
children and their parents are ready 
to encourage such schools, and are 
only waiting for somebody to come 
and teach them; probably very few 
could be gathered at first, but the 
difficulties to be removed are mainly 
want of information on the subject, 
and want of interest in the whole 
business of moral and religious edu- 
cation. The adamantine walls of 
bigotry and superstition, which in 
other years would have presented an 
impenetrable front, the mere attack 
of which would have been fatal, have 
been as completely prostrated before 
the unostentatious progress of light 
and truth, as were the ramparts of 
Jericho before the trumpets of Josh- 
ua and his host. 

The people are Catholics, many of 
them decidedly, perhaps fanatically 
so, but there are among them Catho- 
lics who think, examine, and judge 
for themselves, and who reject no- 
thing from the mere cause that it is 
offered by Protestant hands, howev- 
er much they may wish that it had 
come from others. Now among such 
men, and neither their numbers or in- 
fluence are small, a judicious person, 
understanding the language, and fur- 
nished suitably with Spanish reward 
books, might labour with very great 
promise of usefulness. Indeed 1 look 
forward to these labours, whenever 
they can be performed, as decidedly 
among the most efficacious means in 
bringing to pass that change in mo- 
rals and religion so greatly needed 
here. At the distribution of rewards 
in July, the exercises connected with 
the Spanish class, and a brief address, 
were in Spanish, for the purpose of 
enabling the Spanish gentlemen and 
ladies present to understand some- 
thing of the nature of the institution, 
The circumstances that the speaker 
had been hardly six months on Span- 
ish ground, and that it was the first 
effort of the kind made by any Pro- 
testant minister here, were a suffi- 
cient apology for executing the task 
but poorly. It was, however, intelli- 
gible to those for whom it was intend- 
ed, and they all appeared highly 
gratified with the school. One of 
them, who has since been appointed 
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pressed his wish to see the institu- 
tion extend among the natives; and 
assured me of his cordial co-opera- 
tion in any efforts to that end. I 
should perhaps add, that I have not 
conducted the exercises of the Span- 
ish class on principles exclusively 
Protestant, nor has any effort been 
made to draw them away from their 
own religion. They recite in part 
only from the Testament, except a 
few who understand some English, 
and have occasionally learned some 
hymns, but they all have leave to 
bring the catechism of their church, 
and should they do so, I should teach 
it, in my own way, without the least 
hesitation. The permission to bring 
their catechism has hitherto seemed 
to satisfy the parents, and not one 
has appeared, nor do I apprehend 
any serious difficulty from this source, 
in extending the schools among the 
natives, if the subject is prudently 
conducted. 

We have not thought it best to 
make any applications for funds yet, 
and are consequently entirely desti- 
tute. At the present rate of ex- 
change, money cannot be sent home, 
and we choose not to ask for aid be- 
fore we need it; at the same time 
we feel a confidence, that onthe re- 
turn of peace, should the sehool con- 
tinue to prosper, application for 
funds to any necessary amount, will 
not be made in vain. 

In conclusion, whilst we acknow- 
ledge with thankfulness the favours 
already received from the Union, and 
still look to the same paternal source 
for relief, we hope the day is not far 
distant, when we shall cease to be a 
tax upon its funds, and shall have the 
pleasure of making some compensa- 
tion for the articles which we now 
need. 

Praying that the blessing of him 
who said, “ suffer little children to 
come unto me,” may rest on the be- 
nevolent labours of the Union both at 
home and abroad, I remain, 

With Christian affection and esteem, 
Your’s sincerely, 
Witiram Torrey. 





ON THE FORCE OF EXAMPLE. 


Perceptive instruction unaccompa- 
nied by personal example, is likely to 
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be as inefficacious as a medicinal 
prescription, which is only preserved 
to be looked at, and is never applied 
to the purpose for which it was in- 
tended. ‘* Example goes farther 
than precept,” is a truism to which 
the most limited experience renders 
ample testimony; for, whatever cha- 
racter we bear in society, and what- 
ever may be our influence, we shall 
find that our advice will be but indif- 
ferently attended to, unless we our- 
selves give a practical exemplification 
of those duties we enjoin on others. 

How unavailing would it be for a 
parent to lecture on the evils of 
drunkenness, whilst he frequently 
appears before the very child whom 
he admonishes, in a state of degrad- 
ing and besotted intoxication? How 
can a father enforce the due observ- 
ance of the Sabbath day, when the 
sanctuary but seldom owns him as an 
attendant worshipper, and the hours 
that should be spent in devotion, are 
applied to unbecoming and ill-timed 
pleasures abroad, or in parties of con- 
viviality and mirth at home? Nor can 
he check the use of irreverent and im- 
proper language, whilst he himself 
does not set a watch upon his lips, 
but frequently opens them to give ut- 
terance to unguarded and even blas- 
phemous expressions. He cannot 
condemn and punish the display of 
angry passions in his child, whilst his 
own eyes frequently glare with the 
madness of rage, his lips quiver with 
unsubdued anger, and his livid cheeks 
and firm knit brow bear the obvious 
impress of the fiercest wrath. Prayer, 
the reading of the word of God, the 
exercise of charity, and the various 
other graces and virtues that adorn 
the character of man, must all be en- 
forced, at least if we would wish it 
done effectually, by something more 
than mere precept: we must let those 
graces and virtues shine in ourselves; 
we must, as it were, embody in our 
own characters that which we would 
recommend to others, or we may 
meet the unpleasant retort, ‘ Phy- 
sician, heal thyself.” 


Mankind, universally, can more 
easily imitate the conduct of others, 
than follow the mere lessons of mo- 
rality ; as we can all form a readier 


} notion of the nature of a building or 
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a city, from a model of it, than from 
a painting—“*a child who cannot 
read his book can read the conduct;” 
and this observation reminds me at 
once of the chief object of the pre- 
sent paper—to impress upon the in- 
structers of the young the importance 
of setting before their youthful charge 
a pious and consistent example. 

It is true, that considering the 
short period during which the teach- 
ers and children come in contact, and 
that period being expressly set apart 
for religious purposes, there is but 
little opportunity afforded for the 
commission of any offence against 
good morals while in the school; but 
still the lines of piety are traceable, 
and easily so too; there is an evident 
distinction which marks the habitu- 
ally serious and pious teacher, from 
one who only assumes the “ affecta- 
tion of sanctity” for the occasion; in 
the pious teacher there is a fixedness 
of purpose, a singleness of design, an 
abstractedness of effort; he seeks to 
accomplish but one object, he aims at 
the attainment of but one end—+the 
salvation of the soal; this he ever 
keeps in view, to this all his observa- 
tions, his instructions, his general 
conduct, manifestly tend; he suffers 
no frivolous conversation to divert 
him from his purpose, his attention is 
not easily drawn from his important 
duties, and the children thus per- 
ceive that their teacher is earnest, is 
serious, is decided whilst discharging 
his solemn engagements. On the 
other hand, there are those who have 
a name and a place in a Sunday- 
school, who seem by their light and 
trifling conduct—their frequent ab- 
sence from their class on any idle 
pretext—their habit of gossiping with 
any one who will lend an ear to their 
tattle—their irregular attendance, and 
their pone indifference to the du- 
ties of the class, to hold the grand 
end of a teacher’s labours as of secon- 
dary importance, and consequently, 
they must lead the children to regard 
the subject of religion with the same 
lamentable indifference. Besides this, 
although the conduct of the teacher, 
when absent from the school, does 
not generally come under the per- 
sonal notice of the children, yet many 
circumstances may cause the charac- 


Vol. V.—6 














ter of the former to be not altogether 
concealed from the knowledge of the 
latter; and certainly, that teacher 
who does not display the influence of 
piety in the week, will have very lit- 
tle of its power diffused through his 
conduct on the Sabbath day, so that 
we may pretty accurately conclude 
from what is apparent then, by what 
principles he is habitually governed. 
Now, that the children should always 
have a good example set before them, 
and especially whilst in a Sunday- 
school, will not | humbly conceive be 
questioned for a moment; still I trust 
my fellow teachers will take my re- 
marks in good part, whilst I endea- 
vour briefly to submit to them a few 
observations on this subject. I shall 
only glance at the following:—., 

1. Our example gives a bias to the 
conduct of the school. As before 
observed, children are easy imitators 
ofthe conduct of others, and to none 
do they look up with more implicit 
confidence, next to their parents, 
than to those who have undertaken to 
be their instructers in morals and re- 
ligion. A child then will, while in 
the school, regulate his conduct in a 
great measure by that of his teach- 
er, and according to the example set 
before him, so will he, generally 
speaking, act. An irregular teacher 
has an irregular class; a talkative 
teacher has a talkative class; a teach- 
er indifferent to the serious reading 
of the word of God, who does not 
converse On its important contents, 
who does not explain its sacred 
truths, will find his children soon be- 
come indifferent and careless like- 
wise, and, not to extend my remarks 
to an improper length, for the pro- 
position really needs no elucidation, 
it is evident that a well regulated 
class must depend upon a well regu- 
lated teacher, and that real eur i 
ness can only be expected from sin- 
cere devotedness to the work. 

2. It regulates the children’s opin- 
nion of the teacher. The opinion of 
some persons may at times be of lit- 
tle importance to us, but when con- 
nected with our usefulness, our in- 
fluence, or our interest, it becomes a 
matter of very serious moment. Chil- 
dren should ever possess a hi 
opinion of the superiority of their in- 
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structers, as without this their admo- | 
Whilst | 


nitions lose half their effect. 


| 


we as teachers, would not wish our | 
children to think us the greatest men | 


in the world, we should always act as 
correctly as the dest men in the world. 
We cannot deny that the opinion of 
the children in regard to us their 
teachers, will, in a great degree af- 
fect our usefulness and success, and it 
is equally true that that opinion will 
be very much lowered indeed, if we 
do not constantly set before them an 


example of consistency and decided | 


piety. 

3. It affects the teacher’s influence 
and authority. 
little need be said. 


Here I think very | 
That teacher | 


whose own conduct is blameable, can- | 
not censure similar errors in his chil- | 


dren; this | have sufficiently illus. | 


trated already in reference to parents, | 
and I think it requires no further ar- | 


ment to prove the truth of what I 
ave there asserted. 


Should any | 


thing further be necessary, I would | 


appeal to the teachers themselves, 


and ask them if they ever found their | 
reproofs have any weight, when that | 


which they have condemned in others, 


is chargeable on themselves; certain-— 


ly it can never have half the force of 
an irreproachable character accompa- 
nying the admonition. 

4. It forms the character of the 
school. The conduct of the teachers 


an unfavourable colouring to the 
school with which they are connect- 


ed. Their irregularity of attendance | 


at the school, and their laxity of at- | 


tention while there, must necessarily 
produce disorder, insubordination, 


and confusion; no reformation of | 


} 


) 


conduct can be expected, much less | 


instances of real conversion. 


Incon- | 


sistency of conduct in the teachers of | 
a Sunday-school must be its greatest | 


bane, and will cause the Holy Spirit 
to withdraw himself, and warrant the 
writing 


of this inscription over its | 


doors, ‘*ichabod—the glory of the | 


Lord hath departed from it.” 
leads me to remark, 

5. That the example of the teach- 
ers governs the estimation of the 
public. The eye of the parents, the 

e of the world, and the eye of the 

rch, beside that of the children, 


This | 











is upon us. According to what they 
observe in the teacher, and, as de- 
pendant upon them—in the children, 
will be their estimation of our fitness 
for the work, and consequently the 
degree of support which they will 
feel justified in lending to the school, 
or of approbation which they will 
award to us theteachers. Ifthen we es- 
teem the opinion of the children, their 
parents, the church, and the world, 
at large; if we set any value upon 
the support of the public, if we regard 
our own character, and the character 
of the school, if we desire the eternal 
salvation of the children entrusted to 
our care, let us be watchful over our 
conduct, guarded in our actions, let 
us cultivate a spirit of genuine piety, 
an act in every respect as real chris- 
tians. But in addition to all these 
motives, I will mention one more 
which must, more or less, affect eve- 
ry one who has the least regard for 
his own or his children’s welfare. 

6. It involves the future happiness 
of both teachers and children; of the 
former, by the reflections excited 
when viewing the effects produced 
by their example upon the minds and 
habits of the children; and of the lat- 
ter, by the experience of those ef- 
fects themselves. According to the 
impressions produced in early life, 
will be, in most cases, the feelings 
and dispositions of mature years; and 


unquestionably gives a favourable or | should a teacher, by his improper 


and unbecoming conduct, have been 
the means of producing impressions 
unfavourable to the growth of genu- 
ine piety, his reflections in this world 
will indeed be painful, if they do not 
embitter his happiness in the world 
to come. As to the children, it needs 
no argument to prove that their hap- 
piness must depend upon their con- 
duct, and their religious sentiments 
and belief; if these are contrary to 
the spirit of the word of God, we 
know full well that they will be 
strangers to happiness, to tranquil- 
lity, and to solid peace. ‘* There is 
no peace saith my God to the wick- 
ed.’? On the other hand, how pleas- 
ing will it be to contemplate the cha- 
racter of those, who, by your holy 
and pious example, have been con- 
strained to walk in the path of up- 
rightness, and who are led to form 
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the determination of those of old, 
and for the same satisfactory and 
commendable reason, ‘‘we will go 
with you, for we perceive that the Lord 
is with you.” And if any thing con- 
nected with our experience on earth 
can heighten our happiness in the 
realms of bliss, it will be to meet 
around the throne of God, those who, 
when children, were led to admire 
the “ beauty of holiness,” and to re- 
duce it to habitual practice, from ob- 
serving its lovely features so conspi- 
cuous in ourselves. That this may 
be the effect of our example, is my 
ardent and anxious desire !—Lon. 
S. S. Teacher’s Mag. 





PHILADELPHIA CITY UNION. 

On page 319, of our last volume, 
we stated that the City S. S. Union, 
had appointed the Rev. Sutherland 
Douglass, to be their Missionary or 
Agent, and that he had accepted the 
appointment. We now understand 
that he declined engaging in the so- 
ciety’s service, and that the Rey. 
Joun L. Grant has been appointed in 
his stead, and has commenced vi- 
siting the schools. 


NEW-ORLEANS. 

Froma correspondent in this city, 
we have received intelligence, that 
with the return of the inhabitants af- 
ter the expiration of the warm sea- 
son, Sunday-schools have recommen- 
ced under favourable prospects. 


IMPORTANCE OF RELIGIOUS INSTKUC- 
TION IN COMMON DAY SCHOOLS, 

We can vouch for the accuracy of 
the facts related in the annexed com- 
munication. They commend them- 
selves to the attention and to the con- 
sciences of all who have youth placed 
under their charge; and they are 
moreover pregnant with instruction 














to parents, who should anxiously seek 
such teachers for their children, as 
while they possess the other necessary 
qualifications, will be likely by pre- 
cept and example, to lead them 
early to the fold of the blessed Sa- 
viour. 


In the beginning of the vear 1825, 
T was teacher of a district school 
in New Jersey. At the same time, a 
powerful revival commenced in S— 
an adjoining town. Soon after its 
commencement, the Lord was pleas- 
ed to arrest the attention of T— 
and bring him, as is believed, into 
the glorious liberty of the gospel of 
Christ. The day but one after T 
expressed a hope in Christ, for the 
first time, he commenced the duties 
of the school by prayer, a wonder to 
himself and others. Looks of sur- 
prise pervaded the school; until on 
Saturday, three days after, the scene 
was changed. 

In the afternoon of that day, as 
usual, the children were catechised, 
but more time was reserved for this 
exercise than had been usual. The 
teacher commenced with the most 
ignorant, and proceeded onward b 
classes. The first answer, by a black 
girl, in which our duty to God was 
asserted, induced the teacher to ask 
her who God was, and where he was? 








| but strange to tell, she knew not. He 


then remarked concerning the exist- 
ence of God, the creation of all 
things, and the situation of Adam 
when created;—that he was holy and 
bore God’s own image;—the manner 
in which he fell;—that all mankind 


| had descended from him, were all 
| sinners, and unless their sins were 


pardoned, and the favour of God ob- 
tained, all would be banished from 
his blissful presence, and be shut up 
in everlasting darkness. 

Some of the scholars showed signs 
of anxiety, and one, about fourteen 
years of age, was forced to hang his 
head and weep; while others won- 
dered, and endeavoured by every 
means in their power, to conceal 
their emotions and appear cheerful. 
T continued questioning; but in- 
stead of proceeding through as he 
had intended, he paused at every an- 
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swer, and endeavoured to explain it. 
Such views he never had before; and 
words were so abundant he knew not 
when to stop. 

The chief thing dwelt upon, was 
the goodness of God, and the unreason- 
ableness of his creatures in sinning 
against him. 

The my were reminded of their 
condition by nature, and directed to 
the Lamb of God who taketh away 
the sin of the world. 


T proceeded to set befvre 
them the history of our Saviour, the 
object of his mission, and his willing- 
ness to receive sinners—especially 
those who seek him in early life. 





haps for two hours, many were seen 
bathed in tears. But though several 
appeared much affected, one boy 

about fifteen, trifled with it, and even 
iagtliod at the others. T paus- 
ed, and looking at him with serious- 
hess, said, ‘* if you laugh here, you 
will not laugh in eternity.” 


The same individual afterwards 
told his teacher, that at the time, he 
thought him cruel and possessed of 
no friendly feeling for him; but that 
now he had reason to thank God, that 
he ever directed to such an admoni- 
tion; as he trusted it had been the 
means of bringing him to repentance. 
After T had requested them to 


upon theit knees and pray to 
God, all retired. 


The next Monday morning when 
T entered the room, he found 
some of the pupils with serious coun- 
tenances reading their Testaments. 
On questioning them, he found they 
had prayed, as he had requested, 
and were «dletermined to seek religion 
immediately. When he asked them 
if he should pray for them, their an- 
swer was generally in the affirmative. 
Things continued much the same for 
that week; during which time T 
attended one or two meetings with 
them. While in school, their feelings 
were such, that they often neglected 
their studies to read their Testaments 
and hymn-books; and for many days 
there was not seen a smile upon ma- 
ny of their countenances. Some of 
them recited lessons from the scrip- 























often likewise directed their atten- 
tion to passages in their reading. 


The next Monday morning, the 
Rev. Mr. S called to visit the 
school. He told the scholars, that 
God had sent him to inquire, ‘‘ if any 
ore of them would have Christ?”? He 
then addressed them by some simple 
remarks, suited to the capacities of 
children, and left them. His remarks, 
accompanied by the Holy Spirit, ap- 
peared to deepen conviction, and 
some were influenced to attend a 
meeting of inquiry in the evening 
with their teacher. At noon of each 
day, T requested those, who 








were determined now to seek reli- 
While he continued speaking, per- | 


gion, to stay and converse with him 


on the subject; and when he closed 
| the school at night, he always made 
some remarks to them respecting 


_ their souls. 


Soon, one after another 
began to cherish the hope of having 


_ passed from death to life; though ge- 





nerally with trembling. T often 
exhorted them to beware of decep- 
tion and pointed out the danger. 


Thus during the last three months 
he was with them, a wonderful change 
was exhibited. While some were 
rejoicing in hope, and at intermis- 
sions retiring to a little grove not far 
distant, or to some neighbouring 
barn for the purpose of prayer, spe- 
cially for the school; others, anxious 
about their souls, remained to con- 
verse with their teacher. 


Such a change was manifest, that 
even the little children, who scarcely 


_ knew “what these things meant,” 


were wont to spend their leisure 
hours in singing and reading divine 
songs. The disposition which gene- 


_ rally prevails among children to dis- 


pute and quarrel had vanished; and 
during the three months, T re- 





' marks, he does not recollect to have 


heard an unpleasant word. Nine or 
ten, of from twelve to sixteen years 
of age, soon after publicly professed 


| Christ: some, in company with their 


parents, and others, forsaking father 
and mother to cleave unto the Lord. 
It was truly interesting to attend a 


_ meeting which they held weekly— 


“The Scholars’ Prayer 
To listen to their simple 


entitled 
| Meeting.” 


tures, which T—— explained, and || and fervent expressions of prayer, 
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was enough to condemn many an 
older christian. 

The revival spread, and by the 
faithfulness of the Rev. Mr. F, as an 
instrument, there is reason to hope | 
that more than one hundred, old and 
young, were brought into the king- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Suffer the remark here to be 
made, that our common schools are 
too much neglected, both by minis- 
ters and parents, as well as teachers. 
How much good might result, 
through the blessing of God, both to 
society and the Redeemer’s cause, if 
more faithfulness were manifested by 
such persons, to the youth and chil- 
dren of our common schools. But 
alas! how many there are, who daily 
have children under their care pos- 
sessed of immortal souls, which must 
live as long as God lives, and yet sel- 
dom or never say a word to them on 
the subject of religion. How many 
teachers are there, and even some 
who profess to love Christ, who ne- 
ver are known to pray with their 
scholars. And those who do attempt 
a discharge of the duty, have reason 
to be ashamed of their coldness and 
stupidity. How little do such realize, 
that soon they must stand before 
their Judge to answer for the man- 
ner in which they have discharged 
their duty toward the children com- 
mitted to their charge. 

Every day surrounded with pre- | 
cious immortals, who look up to him 
for instruction,—and shall he say no- 
thing to them about their souls’— | 
Will he say they are too young? No: | 
let him rather fear they may be too | 
old. Some already may have grown | 
so old in sin, that before they are 
rescued, they may fall into everlast- | 
ing destruction. 








VERMONT SABBATH-SCHOOL UNION. | 
The second annual report of this | 
auxiliary was presented at their an- | 
nual meeting in September, as men- 
tioned at p. 328, of our last volume. 
We have now received the report, 
and remark that the State Union has 
received 48 new auxiliaries, making 
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the number 70. The number of 
schools is 204—conductors 1238, 
scholars 8061—being an increase of 
156 schools, 869 conductors, and 
6008 scholars. From the conclusion 
of the report we make the following 
extract. 


By the experience of two years, 
and especially by what has transpired 
during the past year, your managers 
are fully convinced that the — 3 
ment of suitable agents or Sabbath- 
school missionaries, is absolutely es- 
sential to the establishment and suc- 
cessful operation of Sabbath-schools 
in this state. In many of our towns, 
neither the minister, should there be 
one, nor any other individual, is suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the Sabbath- 
schoolsystem, nor sufficiently imbued 
with its spirit, to give form and effi- 
ciency and interest to our enterprise. 
They either have no schools, or, if 
they have, but little utility grows out 
of them. Now there is no necessity 
for this languishment or death. Itis 
not too much to say that there might 
be a flourishing and useful Sabbath- 
school in every town in this state. 
Let some one, acquainted with the 
business, visit the churches and towns 
—tellthem what to do and how to do 
it, and remain till he has put the sys- 
tem in operation and imparted some 
portion of his own spirit to a few indi- 
viduals, and the result will be a flou- 
rishing and useful Sabbath-school. 


These are not mere assertions, un- 
supported by facts. Many instances 
of proof might be cited, which have 
occurred during the past year a- 
mongst us. In one instance an agent 
went to a town where there had ne- 
ver been a Sabbath-school. The mi- 
nister told him that it would be vain 
to attempt to establish one, and en- 
deavoured to discourage him from 
making the attempt. The agent, 
however, after obtaining the minis- 
ter’s consent, went about his work, 
and he was successful. The minister 
himself stood astonished to see the 
prosperity of the school and the in- 


crease of his congregation on the 
Sabbath. 


There are other towns in which the 
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Minister, or some others, are ac- 
quainted with the business of Sab- 
bath-school instruction, and where 
prosperous Sabbath-schools exist 
without extraneous aid. But even 
these would be greatly benefited by 
an occasional visit from an experien- 
ced and faithful agent. 

Until the funds of the Union will 
enable them to employ an agent, the 
managers would recommend to the 
various counties or ministerial associ- 
ations in the state, the example of 
Addison association during the past 
year. They employed Mr. J. J. 
Shepherd to visit the towns within 
their bounds. Different places cheer- 
fully contributed to defray the ex- 
pense, and the result has been ex- 
ceedingly precious. The Sabbath- 
schools in that county are now, pro- 
bably, more flourishing and useful 
than in any other in the state. 

Mr. Noble, an agent from the Ame- 
rican Sunday-school Union, spent a 
few weeks in Rutland county in May 
and June last, and much good result- 
ed from his labours. Rev. Mr. San- 
ford, from the same society, has visit- 
ed a number of towns in Windsor, 
Orange, and Washington counties. 
We may, perhaps, expect other aid 
of the kind from the parent society; 
but surely the people in this state are 
able and ought to be willing to sustain 
the expense of agencies of this kind. 

Much embarrassment has arisen in 
large sections of the State from the 
want of facilities for obtaining books 
to constitute Sabbath-school libraries. 
Though this evil has been removed in 
some parts of the State, yet it still 
exists in others. It is very desirable 
that several other Depositories for 
the publications of the American 
Sunday-School Union, should be es- 
tablished—especially one at each of 
the places, Windsor and Montpelier. 
Had the managers the necessary 
funds at their control, their first ob- 
ject would be to furnish Depositories 
in those places: but as they have not, 
they hope that some benevolent in- 
dividuals in or about those places, 
will soon advance, by loan or other- 
wise, as individuals in Rutland have 
done, the necessary sum to secure 
the Depositories. 

After giving a summary account of 











the parent society’s operations and 
successes during the past year, it is 
observed : 


In view of these facts and of their 
whole work; the managers feel a con- 
fidence in calling on the members of 
the society—in appealing to every 
christian and every patriot in the 
State, to aid them, by their prayers, 
influence and contributions, in sus- 
taining and promoting the interests 
of the Vermont Sabbath-School 
Union. 





LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 


Extract from a letter addressed by the Corres- 

nding Secretary to the Hon. Walter Lowrie, 

secretary of the Senate of the United States. 
Dear Sir, 

At a recent meeting of the Mana- 
gers of the American Sunday-School 
Union, they voted a donation of one 
set of their publications for the libra- 
ry of Congress, according to your 
suggestion, and they would take this 
occasion to express their grateful 
acknowledgments to you for this hint, 
and for the many instances in which 
you have manifested your cordial at- 
tachment to this cause by the ex- 
pression of your sentiments and acts 
of distinguished liberality. 


REPLY. 
Washington, Jan. 3, 1828. 


Dear Sir, 

Ihave received and placed in the 
library of Congress, one set of the 
publications of the American Sunday- 
School Union, presented by the ma- 
nagers of that institution. It is with 
great satisfaction | have to state, that 
they are examined with interest, and 
repeated inquiries have already been 
made respecting them. Many gen- 
tlemen here, had not heretofore an 
opportunity of seeing them. In this 
case information is all that is wanted, 
—to see, is to approve. 

lam, Sir, very respectfully, 
Your’s, &e. 
Watter Lowris. 





FROM AN AGENT 


To the Corresponding Secretary. 


I have spent the last month in 
forming town and district unions, and 
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reviving schools, which, in conformity 
to the old custom, had at the ap- 
proach of winter, suspended their 
operations. , 
Among other schools revived, is 
the one at A——. Here in the 
midst of the western woods, dwell a 
people who remind me of the Wal- 
denses. They have no shepherd to 
lead them in green pastures by the 
still waters, but the Holy Spirit.— 
Said a desponding christian, “ The 
people of the east are doing much; 
but if they knew how it cheers the 
hearts of God’s children in this wil- 
derness, to see a minister of the gos- 
pel, they would do more;” and he 
spoke it with a sensibility which re- 
conciled me to the hail and cold 
winds which then beat upon me. 





WHEN ARE TEACHERS LUKEWARM IN 
THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR puTr? 


1, When they do not so earnestly 
desire to meet their classes, as to al- 
low trivial obstructions to prevent. 

2. When they are not careful to 
prepare themselves by acquaintance 
with the best methods of teaching, 
by study and prayer, for the exer- 
cises of the Sabbath. 

3. When they are satisfied with 
barely hearing the recitations of their 
classes, and are not with tender 
emotion constrained to exhortation. 

4. When they do not improve pri- 
vate opportunities for conversing 
with their pupils. 

5. When they are not anxious to 
meet in conference, to mingle prayers 
and sympathies with their fellow 
teachers. 

6. When in self-renunciation, they 
do not lay all their efforts at the feet 
of Jesus, and invoke the influences of 
the Holy Spirit. Bruce. 


GENESEE UNION, N, ¥. 

We have received from the Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Genesee 
Union, the journal of the missionary 
employed by that Union, to labour 
during the months of September, 
October, and November, of last year, 








in the several counties connected 
with that Union. The journal is ve- 
ry minute and satisfactory. The la- 
bours of the missionary appear, for 
the month of September, to have 
been devoted to the several school 
districts in the county of Genesee. 
The following remarks close the ac- 
count for the month of September. 


My labours have been useful to 
Genesee County. Many prejudices 
which existed in the minds of several 
of those I addressed upon the subject 
of Sunday-schools, have been remov- 
ed. I endeavoured to organize as 
many new Sunday-schools as I could, 
and gave such plain instructions as 
was thought requisite to their pros- 
perity, &c. I organized fourteen new 
schools in places where there were 
none—I called up the attention of 
the people to two schools which 
were discontinued till next spring. 
Visited seven other of the old schools, 
and five of the new schools. I sup- 
plied seven of the new schools, and 
three of the old schools with small 
libraries of Sunday-school books, I 
preached four Sabbath days, and vi- 
sited Sunday-schools five Sabbaths, 
as 1 did not preach on the last, bein 
considerably out of health, Piesaint 
eighteen week-evenings, and gave 
an address each evening after sermon 
to the people. In the town of Alex- 
ander, four new Sunday-schools have 
been organized, attended by 155 
scholars. In the town of ream oT 
three new Sunday-schools have been 
organized. I cannot ascertain the 
number of scholars, as I heard onl 
from one school attended by 35 schol- 
ars. In the town of Pembroke, one 
new school has been organized: I 
did not ascertain the number of schol- 
ars. In the town of Batavia, twonew 
schools have been organized. I heard 
from one attended by SO scholars. 
In the town of Utica, two new schools 
have been organized. On Sabbath 
last I did not hear from them. In 
the town of Middlebury, one new 
school was organized on Sabbath last. 
I did not hear from it. 


During this month I have preacehd 
26 times—addressed the people up- 
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on the subject of Sunday-schools, 22 
times—established 14 new schools— 
revived 2 old schools—visited 9 old 
schools and 5 new schools,—total 14. 
mo of which is respectfully submit- 
t 


The journal then goes on to give | 


an account of the missionary pro- 
ceedings during October and Novem- 
ber, in the counties of Niagara, Or- 


leans, and Monroe, and we select his | 


recapitulation. 


My labours I hope will be blessed | 


to the counties and school districts 
where I visited. I endeavoured, if I 


know my own heart, to discharge the || 


duties of an agent faithfully. i re- 
moved many of the prejudices which 
existed in the minds of the people 
who were unacquainted with Sundav- 
schools, and opposed ina great mea- 


sure to every thing of a moral or | 
religious nature. Iaddressed the peo- || 


ple upon the subject of Sunday- 
schools in a “plain, zealous, affec- 
tionate, and faithful manner;” I gave 
simple, plain instructions about the 
government of them, advised them 


to get small libraries of Sunday- | 


school books annexed to the schools, 
and such information as was thought 
requisite, &c. I organized fifteen 
new Sunday-schools in places where 
there were none. I got the promise 
of four other schools to be organized 
in places where I could not attend to. 
I re-organized three old Sunday- 
schools; visited sixteen old Sunday- 
schools, and one new. Preached six 
Sabbaths. Preached twenty week- 
evenings, and gave eighteen addres- 
ses upon the subject of Sunday- 
schools. 
two times. Two week-days, gave 
two addresses upon the subject of 
Sunday-schools—one when I had 


done preaching, the other after elder | 


Erepsy. In the town of Shelby, 
three new Sunday-schools have been 
organized. In the town of Royalton, 
four new Sunday-schools have been 
organized, and the promise of a fifth 
one. In the town of Lockport, one 
new Sunday-school has been organ. 


ized, attended by about twenty schol- | 


ars. In the town of Cambria, one 


new Sunday-school has been organ- | 


One week-day, preached | 








' 
; 


ized. In the town of Lewistown, 
two new Sunday-schools have been 
organized. In the town of Porter, 
one new Sunday-school has been or- 
ganized, and the promise of two to be 
attended to. Inthe town of Wilson, 
the promise of one to be attended to. 
In the town of Newport, two new 
Sunday-schools have been organized. 
In the town of Somerset one new 
Sunday-school has been organized. 
I visited several other districts, and 
conversed with them at considerable 
length upon the subject, but could 
not get the people interested in the 
great cause. 

During this month I have preached 
31 times—I addressed the people up- 
on the subject of Sunday-schools, 26 
times—I organized 15 new schools— 
I had the promise of 4 other schools 
—l re-organized 3 old schools—visit- 
ed 16 old schools, and one new 
school,—total 17. All of which is 
respectfully submitted. 


Penfield, Nov. 30, 1827. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AMONG THE GERMANS, 


The Committee of Publication of 
the American Sunday-School Union, 
are pursuing a train of inquiries to 
enable them to-decide upon the pro- 
priety of translating some of the re- 
ward books into the German lan- 
guage, for the use of those of our 
fellow citizens who are unacquainted 
with the English. We should feel 
indebted to any of our correspon- 
dents who will furnish facts having a 
bearing on the contemplated mea- 
sure. 

Lest it might be feared that the 
plan, if prosecuted, will interfere 
with the other and more important 
objects of the labours of the Com- 
mittee, it is proper to state that it 
will not be attempted, unless sepa- 
rate and sufficient funds are previous- 
ly obtained for this specific object. 
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For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

A Committee appointed at the 
meeting of Sunday-school teachers 
in September, to ascertain what 
number of children connected with 
the public schools in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, do not attend Sunday- 
schools, reported the following as the 
result of their inquiries : 





Publie Schools, No.ofChil Not attend- 
ing S. S, 
Christian St. Boys 200 } 
do. Girls 260 80 
Lombard St. Boys 213 69 
do. Girls 65 12 
Catherine St. Boys 184 72 
do. Girls 190 60 
3d above Coates’ St. 
Boys 250 136 
do. Girls 300 42 
Chester St. Boys 300 £6 
Schuylkill 7th Boys 175 50 
Kensington Boys 140 39 
do. Girls 142 32 
Mary St. Col’d Boys 168 76 
Gaskil St. do. Girls 108 9 
2695 823 








Of 2695 children, nearly one-third 
are not enjoying the benefits of 
Sunday-school instruction. 

The Committee present their unit- 
ed thanks to the teachers of the public 
schools for their polite attention to 
them in the performance of their 
duty. 

Signed, Wirtiam ALEXANDER, 

Chairman. 

Extract from the minutes. 

J. H. Burxtey, Sec. 
Jan. 9, 1828. 





AN ADDRESS TO TEACHERS. 
(Concluded from page 5.) 


To the feeling of zeal and dili- 
gence, is to be added a determined 
perseverance. It ought not to be con- 
cealed, that by many the task of in- 
struction is undertaken, without a 
counting of its cost, and in the high 
excitement of their feelings as it re- 
gards the benefit of their charitable 
work, they overlook its many and 
various difficulties. 


Vor. Vien? 





Many hike the | 

















| traveller, 


who from an eminence 
looks down upon a plain which seems 
smooth and even, sets out to cross it 
with cheering anticipations of its fa- 
cility and pleasure; but beho'd, as 
he proceeds, he finds unexpect- 
ed impediments,—some stream to 
ford which he had not observed— 
some rough place, on which he had 
not caleulated—some briars through 
which he must force his way. He 
then becomes discouraged, and dis- 
appointment either puts a barrier to 
his journey, or makes his progress 
full of discontent. 

It was a Roman maxim—* there is 
nothing whatever, so difficult, but 


| that by industry and perseverance 


it may be overcome.” The difficulties 
in the way of a Sunday-school teach- 
er, arise principally from the igno- 
rance, sometimes the stubbornness, 
of those with whom he has to deal, 
He finds that there is not perhaps 
that rapid improvement which he so 
easily anticipated. He finds that 
there is a carelessness and an inatten- 
tion in the children, which makes in- 
struction irksome both to him and 
them. He finds perversity of dispo- 
sition, anger, and every evil exhibi- 
tion of the natural man. These are 
apart from a revulsion of the previ- 
ous excitement which had prevailed 
in his own bosom. Such things as 
these tend to discourage him, and his 
efforts become more and more lan- 
guid, if not entirely discontinued, 
Independent, however, of the unrea- 
sonableness of this conduct, there is 
the want ofa suitable energy of mind. 
What did the teacher anticipate? Did 
he expect to find human nature dif- 
ferent in the children under his care, 
from what it is in men ?—If there 
had been no difficulties in the way, 
there would have been no need of his 
interposition. He is wanted there, 


| from the simple reason, that there 


are difficulties in the way; and it is 
to the honour of his Christian charac. 


_ ter, that he has perseverance where 
_ he needs it most. 


It is perseverance 
which, sanctified by grace, can level 
the mountains, fill up the v. 

make the crooked straight, and the 
rough places plain—and then the 
Sunday-school teacher’s reward will 
be, that a way is prepared, through 
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his instrumentality, for the Lord Je- 
sus Christ to pass over, and to find a 
dwelling place and atemple. ‘Be 
ye not weary in well doing, for in 
due time you shall reap if you faint 
not.” 

To animate you to zeal, and care, 
and perseverance, 
you to prayer. I hardly need to say 
the sacred ministry, is emphatically 
one of prayer. There will be no 
diligence, or zeal, or perseverance, 
if this first duty is neglected. As 
that minister of the gospel preaches 
best, and wins most souls to Christ, 
who goes from his knees to his study, 
and from his knees to his pulpit—so 
that teacher will be most diligent, 
and most successful with his little 
charge, who goes from his knees to 
his school room. And not only so— 
the young immortals committed to 
his care, must be remembered in eve- 
y approach which he makes to a 

rone of grace—they must never be 
forgotten, and they never will be 
forgotten whiere the desire of faithful- 
ness is deeply cherished. For your- 
selves, my friends, that your own 
minds may be enlightened by the 
Spirit, so that you may be apt to 
teach—for your fellow labourers, that 
they also may be prepared—and for 
oe pupils that the ground of their 

earts may be softened;—these, these 
must be the burden of your morning 
and your evening petitions. 

I now offer you, my friends, some 
brief topics of encouragement. You 
are encouraged, Ist, by the good 
which has been done. 

Here | scarcely know how to be- 
gin, or how to pursue this subject. 
To tell you of the one-hundredth part 
of the good which has been accom- 
plished through the instrumentality 
of Sunday-schools, would be to occu- 

y the night with many an interest- 
ing tale, and have the morning dawn 
upon us in an unfinished recital.— 
Children reclaimed from vice, and 
wretchedness, and ignorance, and 
crime, in thousands of instances— 
~ taught to repent of their sins, and to 
flee to Jesus—enabled to become 
good members of society, and to be- 
come wise unto salvation—children 
taught to adorn the doctrines of God 





1 would exhort | 


_ in the good which has been done? 
to you, that your work, like that of | 











their Saviour—led in the ways of 
grace how to live,—and what is infi- 
nitely better, taught how to die. Oh! 
what a noble exemplification of the 
saying of ourSaviour: “It is not the 
will of your Father in heaven that 
one of these little ones should pe- 
rish.” Is there not encouragement 


You are familiar with facts, and many 
who shall be found among the saints 
of the most high God, will bless the 
institution of Sunday-schools, as in- 
strumental in their salvation. Yes!— 
society is bettered—millions who 
might have been its pests, are made 
its ornaments; and millions who 
might else have perished for ever 
from the presence of God, and the glo- 
ry of his power, may gather round the 
throne to tell the wonders of that re- 
deeming love which paid a ransom 
for their souls, and then sent mes- 
sengers of mercy to proclaim the 
tidings. 

2. | would encourage you by the 
good which you may do. 

Whatever good has been done by 
others, may be accomplished by 
yourselves. You have the same ma- 
terials upon which to work. You 
have the same means to apply— 
you have the same God to whom you 
can address yourselves—you have the 
same promises to which you can cling 
—and what is there to hinder that 
the same results should not follow ? 
No former effort was necessarily more 
successful than may be at present. 
You may be made instrumental in 
the mercy of God, in rescuing some 
of those for whom Christ died, from 
the grasp of ignorance and vice, and 
you may lead them to that fountain 
which is opened for sin and unclean- 
ness, that they may be washed and 
purified from stain; and taking them 
by the hand you may lead them to 
those streams of living water, from 
whence they may drink salvation. 
And oh! if by the exertions of each 
one of you, only one soul should be 
saved, what an object is accomplish- 
ed! Eternity is in the thought,— 
for a single soul is in worth above 
the world. The earth and all that is 
therein shall be dissolved, and like 
the baseless fabric of a vision, leave 
not a wreck behind,—but a soul shall 
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never dic. 
souls cost the blessed Redeemer a 
life of sorrows, and a death cruel and 
ignominious, it is worthy your atten- 
tion to lead these immortal beings 
where they may learn their condi 
tion, and in mercy be taught to seek 


If the salvation of our i 


wealth—what can all the honours of 


_ this world afford of pure delight in 


the shelter of the cross by fleeing for | 
refuge to the hope set before them. | 
What greater encouragement can lI | 


offer you? What better stimulus to 
go on in your work and labour of love, 
than that you may be made the in- 
struments of carrying emphatically 
into effect the saying of our Saviour 
—** Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not.” 
Your’s may be the honoured business 
of preparing the ground for the re- 
ception of those seeds which may 

w up into stately trees, bearing 
delicious fruits—throwing round a 
grateful and refreshing shade ; and 
proving—oh consummation worthy 
of a life of exertion—proving “ trees 


— —_ 





of righteousness, the planting of the | 
any thing true in feeling—enjoys a 


Lord that he may be glorified.” 

3. I would encourage you by the 
satisfaction and pleasure which it 
must bring to your own minds. 

It has been declared by a poet, and 
the truth dwells with force in every 
maternal bosom :— 


Delightful task to rear the tender 
thought— 

To teach the young idea how to 
shoot, 

And pour the fresh instruction o’er 
the mind. 


This is commonly applied to those, 
our own children, who are dear to 
us as the life drop of our hearts. 


lovely even in its selfishness. 
carry it into exercise in reference to 
those with whom we are in no wise 
naturally connected, and it then be- 
comes that heaven born charity which 
“seeketh not her own;” and I am 
strangely mistaken if its exhibition 
does not bring to those whose hearts 
are truly and earnestly engaged in 
the work, more lasting and solid gra- 
tification than can possibly be deriv- 
ed from all other sources. What can 
be the gratification of the rich in the 
enjoyment and accumulation of their 





It | 
is a selfish principle, but a principle | 
Yet | 
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comparison of this? What can plea- 
sures, in all their number and varie- 
ty? These may all afford gratifica- 
tion to their several votaries, but to 
this gratification there is no security, 
and there is nothing permanent, and 
there is nothing in the heart. In the 
consciousness of being engaged in 
God’s work, there is a satisfaction 
which rests upon a better founda- 
tion; and if that work is done from 
motives originating in his grace im- 
planted, the gratification which it 
here produces, shall grow into im- 
mortal joy. Yes, the individual, 
male or female, who shall lend the 
aid of time, and talents, and exer- 


tions, to an effort for the moral and 


spiritual improvement of those poor 
and destitute children, who else must 
have perished for lack of knowledge, 
and who is actuated by a spirit of 
love to Jesus Christ, and of obedience 
to his commands—enjoys, if there is 


luxury that finds in nothing earthly 
a suitable comparison. And the 
path of a Christian charity, like this 
of Sunday-school instruction, is the 
path to true and imperishable ho- 
nours. It is well said, that many a 
tear of regret will be shed over the 
ashes of the charitable Christian, 
when his master calls him from his 
work; while the remains of the proud 
and rich, but perhaps scoffing oppo- 
ser, will be no more honoured than 
the dust which covers him. And it re- 
quires no prophetic spirit to foretell, 


| that the name of Robert Raikes, the 


friend of children, the founder of the 
system, will be pronounced with ve- 
neration by the wise and good; when 
the names of some of his contempo- 
raries, whose heads were encircled 
with honours, and who combined 
their influence to arrest the march of 
mind, and crush the liberties of men,’ 
will be remembered only to be exe- 
crated. 

Lastly, | would encourage you by 
the prospect of happiness in the 
world to come. Let me not be mis- 
understood. No work of charity 
claims for its doer the happiness of 
heaven. The heart which is not 
changed by grace, and made right in 
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the sight of God, might emulate the 
philanthropic deeds of Howard, or, 
in reference to children, do more 
than has Robert Raikes, and yet fall 
short—infinitely short of the king- 
dom of heaven. Nothing can stand 
asin the stead of a justifying faith, 
and a converted heart. With those 
who have experienced a saving know- 
ledge of religion, whatever is done 
in this particular, will be done froma 
proper motive; and as influenced by 
grace, the love exhibited to these 
children in these institutions, will be 
received by our Lord as if done to 
himself. Yes, this labour of love— 
this work of faith, will be followed 
by an increase of grace and comfort 


Se ee 


while we live, and the triumphs of | 


hope in a dying hour. And on that 
last, great day, when every one shall 
receive according to the works done 


in the body, those who have been | 


justified by faith, and have evinced 
their love to Christ by “feeding his 
lambs,” will be singled out from the 
rest of his chosen, as objects of pe- 
culiar complacency, and hear from 


his lips the charming declaration, | 
“inasmuch as ye have done it to the | 
least of these, ye have done it unto | 


me.’’ 


and female,—so deeply do I feel the 
interest of this subject, that I could 


Teachers of Sunday-schools, male | 


continue my address, without weari- | 


ness to myself, but not without an un- 
reasonable demand upon your time 
and patience. Persevere, I beseech 
you, with zeal and earnestness, in 
your work, for the welfare of immor- 


tal souls hangs much on your exer-— 
tions, under the promised blessing of | 


the most high God. 
efforts; let them be stronger and 


stronger. 


Relax not your | 


Consider each one of you | 


addressed, as was one of old by our | 
Lord—*“ Lovest thou me /”—“ Feed © 


my lambs.” 

‘ Look forward,—look forward to 
that day when we shall all meet 
around the bar of judgment; and 
pursue your charitable works as for 
eternity. Anticipate the period, 
when the children under your direc- 
tion shall meet you there. And oh! 
that God may enable you to take 
them by the hand, and, approaching 
near the throne, be permitted to say, 





| 
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** Father, here am I and the children 
whom thou hast given me.”’—Yes,— 
yes'—** They that turn many to 
righteousness, shall shine as the stars 
for ever and ever. 





MARYLAND, 


| Extract ofa letter from an agent of the A.S, S.U, 





to the Corresponding Secretary. 

I have been more or less engaged 
in the Sunday-school cause every 
week, although 1 have not formed 
any new societies. In fact, Sunday- 
schools are now formed in almost 
every village, town, or neighbour- 
hood where there is a population to 
justify it, within twenty or twenty- 
five miles around me. 

All the schools around me, except 
one, are flourishing, and bid fair of 
doing good. Not only Christians— 
the more they know of it, the more 
they approve of the system—but even 
those who stand very much aloof 
from other modes of inculcating di- 
vine truth, find here an object that 
excites their attention, and calls forth 
their zeal. Thus by experience, I 
am still more confirmed in the per- 
suasion, that Sunday-schools are the 
proper rallying point of all those 
who long for the extension of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom below, and of all 
good members of society. May the 
great Head of the church prosper 
them more and more, till the know- 
ledge of the Lord shall cover the 
earth, as the waters do the sea.— 
Amen, amen. 


A SUCCESSFUL EXPERIMENT. 
To the Editor of the American Sunduy-School 
Magazine, 

Sin,—Some time last May, the 
superintendent of one of our schools, 
on a journey in the north part of this 
state, fell in company with a gentle- 
man of the Episcopal communion, 
belonging to the town of M . 
Being of an active and persevering 
turn, as well as anxious to do good, 
this gentleman listened to some re- 
marks which were made by the su- 
perintendent on the subject of Sab- 
bath-schools with no small degree of 
interest. The result was, the super- 
intendent engaged to send him a 
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constitution, and a sheet of questions, 
such as was published by the com- 
mittee of Addison County Associa- 
tion. Immediately on his return, the 
superintendent forwarded the papers 
agreeably to his promise. 

A few days since having occasion 
to travel to that part of the state 
again, on inquiry, he received the 
following account of the persever- 
ance and success of the above men- 
tioned gentleman, and his school at 
M ' 

Like a man who felt the impor- 
tance of his subject, this gentleman 
commenced immediately conversing 
with the brethren of his own church 
and society, on the necessity and im- 
portance of having a Sunday-school. 
Very soon after receiving his papers, 
he appointed a school, and about 12 
scholars attended. At this school he 
became so well pleased with the sys- 
tem, and so fully convinced of its 
vast utility to the rising generation, 
as gave him new vigour and new re- 
solution. During the next week, he 
persuaded some elderly people to 
come in as scholars, and take a part 
in the school, At his next appoint- 
ment, which was only one week, he 
had the pleasure of meeting 50 schol- 
ars. From this time the school con- 
tinued to grow in numbers and in 
interest. Encouraged from the suc- 
cess with which he had met, this 
gentleman went into the other part 
of the town, and endeavoured to ex- 
cite an interest in favour of Sunday- 
schools in the Congregational Church 
and Society. This church and con- 
gregation enjoy the labours of a pas- 
tor, whom he readily enlisted, and 
who immediately set himself to col- 
lect a school. 
much success as he wished, this cler- 
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A greater degree of harmony 


re- 
|| vails between the different aiken: 


than ever had been seen before, and 
the effect was, the Spirit of God 
came down, and as many as 25 were 
hopefully born again. In this 25 
there is but one, but what belonged 
to the Sunday-school. In this school 
may be seen the aged, middle aged, 


_ youth, and children, zealously umted 


and engaged in endeavouring to un- 
derstand the Bible. Now it ought to 
be remembered that the whole num- 
ber of inhabitants in the town of 
is less than 1000, 

To me, Mr. Editor, such facts as 
these have a language. They pro- 
claim not only the importance of 
Sunday-schools, but they show be- 
yond a reasonable doubt, what an in- 
calculable benefit to the cause of 
truth and the rising generation, an 
agent, who is qualified for his work, 
might be at the present time. Judg- 





_ing from the success which has fol- 

lowed the exertions of the Addison 
| County Association, and I may say 
| every other decided and persevering 
_ attempt that has been made in the 
| state to promote Sunday-schools, we 
| are constrained, sir, to believe that 
| the “fields are already white.” 


Vermont. 


J. 





DO SUNDAY-SCHOOLS BENEFIT PARENTS ? 
Mr. Editor, 

Judging from the effects of some 
of the anecdotes contained in your 
Magazine, on my own mind, has led 
me to believe that some things which 


| ILmight relate, would at least gratify 


Not meeting with as | 


gyman became somewhat dishearten- || 


ed; but the gentleman, keeping an 
eye upon his movements, and not 
willing that the attempt should fail, 
cheerfully offered his assistance. 
These men united their exertions, 
and visited from house to house, and 
in a few days had the pleasure of 
seeing ancther school, every week 
increasing in numbers and interest. 
At the first examination, these schools 
in these societies, met together, and 
the number in both amounted to 180, 





the feelings, if not encourage and in- 
vigorate the resolution of others. 

A few weeks since, as I left the 
pulpit at the close of divine service, 
I observed a woman who placed her- 
self in my way, and was conversing 


| with some others with very great 


| agitation of mind. 


It was a lady in 
married life, nearly forty years of 


/age, and one that I had generally 


seen at the house of God upon the 
Sabbath, and one that sustained what 
is generally called, a good moral 
character. On my inquiring what 
had been the occasion of the anxiety 
and distress of her mind, she answer- 
ed, as nearly as 1 can recollect, as 
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follows :-—“I am a great sinner. I 
fear there is no mercy for me.” I 
inquired how long her mind had 
been in that state? To which she 
replied, “‘Several weeks ago, I went 
with my children to the Sabbath- 


school, as they were small and need>. 


ed my assistance; and the questions 
which were put to the scholars, led 
me to think so much about my soul, 
and the danger that I was in, that I 
could not sleep. My distress continu- 
ed to increase for several weeks, till 
about a fortnight since I thought that 
I had found mercy. But the next 
day I fell into darkness, and lost my 
hope, and it seems to me certain 
there is no mercy for me.” Soon 
after this she obtained relief, and has 
since been apparently much devoted 
to the service of God. 

The questions that were given out 
about the time that her mind became 
affected, I found on inquiry to be the 
following—“ What is sin? What 
evidence have we that God hates sin’ 
How ought we to feel in view of our 
sins? &c.” J. 





THE SAHBATH-SCHOOL BOOK. 


At our last church meeting, a 
young lady presented herself to give 
us the reason of her hope, with a view 
to make a profession of her faith in 
Christ. She gave usa clear and af- 
fecting account of her feelings, du- 
ring the time in“which she hoped 
that the Holy Spirit had brought her 
to see the plague of her own heart, 
and to accept of offered mercy. On 
- inquiring whether she recollect- 

what was the means that led her 
in the first place to turn her mind to 
this subject; she answered, ‘* It was 
reading a book that belonged to the 
Sabbath-school.” The name of the 
book, she said was “ Harriet.” 
J. 


MODERN JEWISH WORSHIP. 


To those of our readers, who have 
never had an opportunity of person- 
al acquaintance with the customs of 
modern Jews, the following notice 
may be acceptable. It has probably 
happened to many Sunday-school 








teachers, and especially to conduc- 
tors of bible classes that information 
upon this subject has been eagerly 
sought, by their pupils. 

‘* The Jews venerate the Sabbath 
above all other festivals, and observe 
it with the utmost strictness on ac- 
count of its being enjoined in various 
parts of Scripture, particularly in the 
decalogue. On this day they are 
forbidden to kindle or extinguish any 
fire; the food is, therefore, prepared 
on Friday. They are also prohibited 
from discoursing on any kind of 
business, from carrying any burden, 
from riding on horseback, in a car- 
riage, going by water, or walking 
above a mile from the city or place 
where they reside, or playing upon 
any musical instrument. Vocal mu- 
sic is very common in their syna- 
gogues, but instrumental music is sel- 
dom used; yet not because it is 
deemed improper, but because it can- 
not be performed on the Sabbath or 
holidays, ‘They are likewise forbid- 
den to inter their dead, or mourn, 
or fast on the Sabbath; but are some- 
times permitted to circumcise a child, 
because that ceremony must be per- 
formed exactly on the eighth day. 

The Sabbath begins on Friday, an 
hour before sun-set, both summer 
and winter, for they suppose the day 
commences from the preceding eve- 
ning, according to Genesis i. 5, and 
**the evening and the morning were 
the first day.” As soon as.the time 
arrives they leave all manner of work, 
and, having cleansed and decorated 
themselves in honour of the holy day, 
repair to the evening service. The 
women are bound to light a lamp 
with seven cotton wicks, in remem- 
brance of the days of the week, say- 
ing, ‘* Blessed art thou, O Lord, our 
God! King of the universe, who has 
sanctified us with his commandments, 
and commanded us to light the lamp 
of the Sabbath.”” The reason why 
this ceremony is invariably assigned 
to the women is, that as their original 
mother, by her crime in eating the 
forbidden fruit, first extinguished the 
lamp of righteousness, they are to 
make an atonement for that sin by 
rekindling it, in lighting the lamp of 
the Sabbath, 
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They then spread a clean cloth 
upon their table, and set two loaves 
of bread upon it, baked on Friday, 
and covered with a napkin, in mem- 
ory of the manna which fell, with dew 
under and above it, yet descended 
not on the Sabbath. When they are 
placed at table, the master of the 
family takes a cup of wine, repeating 
the three first verses in the 2nd chap- 
ter of Genesis, and, after giving God 
thanks, and enjoining them to ob- 
serve the Sabbath, he blesses the 
wine, drinks, and gives some to the 
rest of the family. He then blesses 
and distributes the bread. They re- 
peat the usual grace after supper, 
with the addition of making mention 
uf the Sabbath. 

In the morning they repair to the 
synagogue later than usual on the 
week days, where, after the accus- 
tomed prayers, besides others which 
are appropriate to the «ay, they 
read a lesson from the law, and 
afterwards a corresponding portion 
from the prophets. When the read- 
ing is concluded, they pray for the 
peace and prosperity of the govern- 
ment under which they live, in ob- 
servance of the direction in Jeremiah 
xxxix. 7. Then the law is put into 
the ark. They then pray that God 
would be pleased to deliver them 
from captivity, and bring them to the 
holy land, where they should be able 








to perform the offerings of the Sab- | 


bath according to the law. After 
some other prayers the morning ser- 
vice is concluded. 

‘*At the east end of every syna- 
gogue is an ark, or press, in com- 
memoration of the ark of the cove- 
nant, which was in the temple. Here 
the Pentateuch is deposited, written 
on a volume or roll of parchment 
with the utmost exactness, and wrap- 
ped up in silk curiously embroidered. 

“In the synagogue worship, the 
cohen or priest leads the devotional 
exercises by chanting prayers; but 
laymen are admitted to read the book 
of the law to the people; the prece- 
dence is, however, given to the 
priest. After prayers the rabbis fre- 
yw deliver a sermon; but their 

iscourses are not composed in He- 
brew, which few of the Jews at pre- 
sent perfectly understand, but in the 











language of the country where they 
reside. The passages of Scripture 
and sentences from the doctors are, 
however, quoted in the Hebrew, and 
explained. 

‘*The religious rites observed at 
dinner are similar to those used at 
supper. They frequently have ser- 
mons either in the morning or after- 
noon, the subject of which is taken 
from the lesson read that day in the 
Pentateuch. They make three meals 
on the Sabbath, one on Friday eve- 
ning and two the next day; in honour 
of the festival. On this holy day 
they beseech God to be merciful, and 
grant them an inheritance in that day 
which is all Sabbath, and eternal rest; 
meaning the kingdom of the Messiah; 
for they sappose that the world is to 
continue six thousand years, (accord- 
ing to the six days of the creation) 
and the seventh to be that of the 
Messiah. It is that which is here al- 
luded to, as being the day which is 
allan entire Sabbath. In the evening, 
as soon as the stars appear, they sup- 
pose the Sabbath is ended, and that 
it is lawful to do any work after they 
have attended the evening prayers at 
the synagogue. 





LARGE CITIES. 


The Sabbath-school presents a 
a field of labour in which we in the 
country can lend a hand to our breth- 
ren of the city. It is by inducing 
young men who go from the country 
to become Sabbath-school teachers. 
This is undoubtedly the best guar- 


_anty we can have for the morals of 


| those who are not pious. 


It brings 


| them into immediate connexion with 


safe companions of their own age, 
and furnishes them with a passport 


'to the attentions of those who will 





| with me. 


prove real friends, and friends in need. 
And when we hear how many teach- 
ers become pious every year, we can- 
not but feel that we direct our young 
friends to a place which there is rea- 
son to hope may to them also prove 
the gate to heaven. 

Riding along in my wagon alone 
the other day, I overtook a young 
man on foot, and as is my u prac- 
tice, gave him an invitation to ride 
I have found so much 
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leasure in this way that I cannot 


elp recommending it to other trav- | 


ellers. 
tunities to drop a word of advice to 
the young clerk or apprentice. And 
not unfrequently I have had the priv- 
ilege of giving about the amount ofa 
cup of cold water to some wayfaring 
pilgrim, who will be acknowledged 
as among ‘‘the least of these my 
disciples.” Such was the case in the 

resent instance. On inquiry, I 


earned that he had just finished his | 


apprenticeship in New York, and was 
on his way to visit -his widowed 
mother in the country. He told me 
that a large proportion of the appren- 
tices and journeymen of his acquain- 
tance were dissipated. He said that 
in the small circle of his acquaintance, 
he did not know one young mechanic 
who was a teacher in the Sabbath- 
school. He considered a connexion 
with the Sabbath-school as the best 
preservative fora young man going 
to the city. He had been a teacher 
during his whole residence, and had 
found the meetings and labours con- 
nected with that employment, to be 
his principal comforts. He had de- 
rived some worldly advantage from 
the friendships formed there, but 
what he valued more was the re- 
ligious improvement which he had 
found. He considered his fellow 
teachers to be his best friends, and 
had no doubt they would prove them- 
selves so, if he should need their 
friendship in the hour of trouble. 
Let me beg of parents, and minis- 
ters, and all Christians, that they will 
take special pains to introduce their 
young friends who go into the city 


to reside, to the Sabbath-school, as | 
the best guaranty oftheir moral safety. | 


heir services are much wanted in 
these schools, and by so doing they 
may greatly aid their city brethren 
in their efforts to stem the torrent of 
vice and iniquity, and to introduce 
the holy religion of Jesus among 
those who are soon to have the con- 
trol of that vast community. ; 
And as ‘prayer and pious talking 
will do any a. would it not be 
highly proper for all the prayer 


meetings in the country to have a | 


special remembrance of our large 
erties? If all the praying hearts in 


It has given me many oppor- | 
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our land were fervently engaged in 
their behalf, those fountains of 
guilty influence would be healed, 
and would send forth continual 


_ streams to make glad the people of 


God.— Christian Spectator. 





FAYETTE COUNTY SABBATH 
UNION, KENTUCKY. 

We learn from the ‘* Western Lu- 
minary,” of last December 26th, that 
at the Sabbath-school Concert Prayer 
Meeting in Lexington, on the 2nd 
Monday evening of that month, the 
Committee appointed at the concert 
meeting in November, reported the 
draft of a Constitution for a County 
Union; which after some amendments, 
was adopted, and officers elected, as 
will be seen below. 

At a meeting of the Board of Man- 
agers on the 17th inst. it was resolv- 
ed, that a subscription paper be put 
into the hands of each member of the 
Board, and that immediate exertions 
be made to obtain funds sufficient to 
establish a depository of Sabbath- 


SCHOOL 


| school books in this place. 


At the meeting when the Constitu- 
tion was adopted, about forty dollars 
were subscribed. It is observed that 
in order to have a depository at all 
calculated to meet the wants of the 
surrounding population, a fund of at 
least two hundred dollars is required 
to commence with. We hope, says 
the Luminary, all those who feel con- 
cerned for the welfare of our country 
and the rising race, upon whom that 
welfare under God depends, will not 
hesitate about giving their aid to this 


- benevolent institution. 








President—Rev. Jas Blythe, D. D. 

Vice Presidents—Joel Wallings- 
ford, Joseph M. Phillips. 

Secretary—A. W. Campbell. 

Treasurer and Depositary—Luther 
Stephens. 

Managers—J. M’Nitt, W. Hamilton, 
Joseph ‘Towler, Abraham Walker, A. 
B. M‘Kee, George Norton, A. S. 
Drake, J. M. Hewett, J. Castle, S. 
Chipley, Edward March, W. St. 
Clair. 

Ex-oficio Managers, Superitendents of 
the Auxiliary schools in Lexington. 
Thomas T. Skillman, of the Ist 

Presbyterian Church. 
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~phaniah Williams, of the 2nd 
Ri ‘>= M‘Chord) Church. . 

William T. Smith, of the Baptist 
Church, 

John Challen, of the 
Church. 

We are highly gratified at the for- 
mation of this union, and predict that 
it will be a great and lasting bene- 
fit to that section of the country. 
The Fayette County Sabbath-School 
Union, is by the first article of the 
Constitution auxiliary to the Amer- 
can Sunday-School Union. 


Methodist 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
HOW TO INTEREST A CLASS. 


I called to visit a Sunday-school 
in New Jersey. When I entered the 
house the teachers were all busily 
engaged with their scholars. Pro- 
bably not half of them perceived that 
any one entered. Judson’s questions 
were used, and the teachers explain- 
ed the meaning of the lesson which 
the scholars recited. I sat down 
successively by several classes, and 
was surprised to witness the facility 
and accuracy with which small schol- 
ars would answer the questions. 

Towards the close of the school, 
noticed one class of little girls, ga- 
thered close around their teacher, 
and listening with fixed attention to 
what she said. AsTI passed by the 
class 1 discovered in the teacher’s 
hand, the last number of the Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Magazine, open- 
ed at the communication from Mary 
Farley. I asked her if she was read- 
ing to her scholars? She answered, 
that it was her custom to select some 
of the short and interesting articles in 
the Magazine, and read them to her 
class after they had faithfully recited 
the lesson for the day. 

This practice has been adopted by 
other teachers, and is attended with 
two beneficial effects. First. By this 
means a teacher is able to interest a 
class, and win their attention and 
their affection. Second. The prac- 


tice stores the minds of the scholars | 


with valuable facts respecting Sun- 
day-schools in different parts of the 
world. 

This is a noble example, and wor- 
thy of imitation by every teacher in 


Vol. V.—8 
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ourcountry. Oh, who would grudge 
the cost of amon thly pamphlet whose 
pages afford such a rich source of im- 


proveme nt both to teachers and 
scholars ’ \ VISITER, 
For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKS, 


‘ Vr. Ea ly for, 

I noticed in your last Magazine, an 
article signed “ P,” on the subject of 
Sunday-school libraries. That arti- 

le pleased me more than any other 
on the which I have ever 
read. Itis emphatically “short and 
sweet.”” Whoever the author may 
be, I have no hesitation in believing, 
that he is practically acquainted with 
Sunday-school libraries. After say- 
ing thus much with sincerity, I would 
like to exce pt one single paragraph, 
in which “ P” recommends the intro- 
duction of useful works on the sci- 
ences, &c. for week-day reading. I 
presume the library connected with 
the school to which “ P” belongs, is 
opened for distribution on a week- 
day. Insuch a case, I have no ob- 
jection to the introduction of histori- 
cal and scientific books. 

Most of the libraries in our country 
Sunday-schools, however, are distri- 
buted on the Sabbath, and we feel 
unwilling to use this day for the dis- 
tribution of such books as may not 
also be read with propriety on the 
same day. But even if such a book 
is drawn, we are confident that a la- 
bel would not prevent families from 
readin 


suorect, 


g it on the Sabbath. 

I have long been a teacher in the 
Sunday-school. Since the introduc- 
tion of | have witnessed in 
the scholars an increased taste for 
reading, and also a greater diligence 
in perusing their Scripture lessons, 
The mind is strengthened, and im- 
provement is manifest. When my 
scholars leave the school, I advise 
them to go home, and study their 
lesson, or read their library books. I 
then retire, and try to pray for them, 
and for a blessing upon their reading 
and studies. My prayers are some- 
times hindered, and I feel that it 
would be hard work to pray for a 
blessing, if t had put in their handsa 
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book, which would lead them to 
treat lightly the holy Sabbath of the 


IThope, Mr. Editor, you will not 
encourage this practice. Nay, I be- 
seech you, by the mercies of God, 


and for the sake of two hundred | 
thousand souls under your patronage, | 


that you will use every effort to make 
the Sabbath-school, in all its branches, 
strictly conformed to the sacred day 
on which it is held. 


A Country TEAcaeEr. 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


New Jersey, Jan. 15, 1828. | 


Mr. Editor, 

I was much gratified to notice in 
the last number of the Magazine, 
that a reduction had been made on 
the prices of books published by 
the American Sunday-School Union. 
Some individuals of our auxiliary so- 
ciety, began to complain of the for- 
mer prices as too high. The com- 
plaints were made by those who were 
not fully acquainted with the various 
difficulties which attend the manage- 
ment of your Union. I need not 
multiply words on the subject, but 
assure you, that every individual 
among the active friends of Sab- 


bath-schools, is fully satisfied, that | 
the books of the American Sunday- | 
School Union, are now quite as cheap | 
as you can possibly afford them. We | 
all hope your society will continue to | 


prosper, and be made an instrument 
of effecting much good to oar coun- 
try and to the church of the living 
God. 

Your’s, in bonds of Christian love, 


A Country SUPERINTENDENT. 





THE HORSE. 


Jan, 14, 1828. 
Mr. Editor, 


I transmit the following facts for 
your Magazine, with the hope that | 
their publication will diffuse among | 


Christians a more generous confi- 
dence in the liberality of each other, 
and especially that it may provoke to 














' churches.’”’ 





good works in relation to the great 
cause of Sunday-schools. 
Your obedient servant, 
A. N. J. 

In the neighbourhood of one of our 
largest cities, there resided, in the 
summer of 1827, a young gentleman, 
whose feelings were warmly enlisted 
in the prosperity of Sabbath-schools. 
Much time and labour was bestowed 
upon those in his vicinity, and he 
earnestly sought opportunities of 
more extensive usefulness. The 
scantiness of his pecuniary resources 
had however effectually obstructed 
the accomplishment of the various 
plans which his benevolence suggest- 
ed, until the Lord of Sabbath-schools 
removed the obstacles in his path, in 
a manner as effectual as it was singu- 
lar. 

It was among the most favourite of 
Mr. H’s beneficent projects, to travel 
over a certain section of country, hith- 
erto much neglected, and to establish 
schools in every place where argument 
could convince, or persuasion allure 
the inhabitants. The difficulty had 
been to provide the means of convey- 
ance from place to place, necessary to 
the prosecution of his undertaking. 
Providentially, he expressed his want 
in a letter to a friend some hundreds 
of miles distant. That friend was one, 
the “praise” of whose devotion to 
the cause of Christ is in ‘“‘all the 
Mr. H. received an ear- 
ly reply, with an open letter en- 
closed, addressed to a gentleman in 
the city of Mr. H. was di- 
rected to go to the city, present the 
letter according to its address, and he 
would doubtless be supplied with the 
means of carrying into effect the 
measure which he had projected. 
Upon opening the enclosure, Mr. H. 
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read as follows; and few of our read- 
ers will wonder, that after repeated 
perusals, he should still hesitate as to 
his course. 

July 31, 1827. 


“To my friend A. B., greeting. 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God 
our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.— 

To thee, brother, I have a mes- 
sage.—Mr. H. of , **a faithful 
brother, as I suppose,’’ wants a 
horse for Sabbath-school purposes. 

The use of a horse is indispensa- 
bly necessary to the successful pro- 
secution of his most important object. 
Now, I keep two horses for that pur- 
pose, when I have not, for my own 





self, the need of half the services of 


one. You will not be taxed with 
keeping the horse, as Mr. H. will 
take him away. 
expense, I hope you will be thank- 
ful, and be glad that you have only to 
buy and pay for the horse, and that 
others will have to keep him, where- 
by you will have the more money to 
pay into the treasury of the Lord, for 
other purposes. 

I take it for granted, brother, that 
you hold the doctrine of Jesus Christ, 
that it is more blessed to give than 
to receive; and are ready to inquire, 
What have I, that I have not receiv- 
ed? 

You and I are rich enough. Let 
us from henceforth pour all our pro- 
fits into the treasury of our Lord; 
and I am satisfied, that in so doing, 
there is a satisfaction, to which the 
covetous man, or even the man cull- 
ed ‘* prudent,” is an utter stranger. 

I think I saw Emmons in your li- 
brary; I have lately read him, and 
perceive he understands the deadly 
evil of selfishness, as the source of all 
sin.—Let us escape from it as for our 
lives, and pour all our lives, and 
health, and strength, and reason, 
and property, and all we have, and all 
we are, daily, as an oblation to the 
Lord, and consider ourselves as stew- 
ards; and use, and do all, for his glo- 
ry. 
If you want any help about buying 
the horse, which { think you do not, 
you are authorized to call on C. and 





For this relief of 








| 


i 


| ways, ** Wo to them that are at ease 


| tian, peace and salvation. 


| ever, brother, I doubt not your works 








~~ 





D. &c. and if the money cannot be 
got in your city, send Mr. H. to 
——, and I will see it paid. How- 




















of faith and labour of love. 
Be strong in the Lord. 











Say al- 











in Zion;”’ and say to the living Chris- 











Your’s, affectionately.” 

There was something in the di- 
rectness and personality of this ap- 
peal, as well as in the manly confi- 
dence implied in the nature of the 
request, which probably embolden- 
ed Mr. H. with a hope of success, 
hardly warranted by so eccentric a 
document. He repaired to the city, 
and delivered the unsealed letter, 
not without apprehension lest a mes- 
sage suited to the apostolic days, 
would be but coldly welcomed in 
this age of measured liberality. 

The request, however, had been 
After 
a perusal of the letter, the gen- 
tleman inquired of H. when he 
An 
hour before the time named by H, 


directed toa kindred spirit. 


purposed to leave the city. 


the next day, a fine horse, with pro- 
per equipments, was brought to his 
lodgings; and the Sunduy-school 
missionary embarked in the under. 
taking for which he had so long pant- 
ed, with a spirit of increased devo- 
tion to a cause, so evidently blessed 
of God. 


CALL FOR LABOURERS. 

The calls for travelling agents, who 
shall make known the objects, plans, 
and value of Sunday-schools, in pla- 
ces where they do not now exist, are 
very frequent and urgent. We are 
gratified to hear this inquiry, and al- 
though the Board cannot, in every 
instance, gratify these requests as 
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promptly as they desire, they would 
by no means discourage applications. 
Could our correspondents, at the 
same time they make applications, 
recommend suitable persons of expe- 
rience, intelligence, zeal, and pru- 
dence, to undertake the work, such 
nominations would be duly consider- 
ed. We make these remarks as in- 
troductory to the following extract 
of a letter from a gentleman in North 
Carolina, to the Corresponding Sec- 
retary. 

There is a strong popular feeling 
among the large mass of the influ- 
ential people in favour of this institu- 
tion, and if 1 do not mistake, an agent 
from your Board would accomplish a 
vast deal of good; and I am persuad- 
ed, all his expenses would be defray- 
ed for avery trifle, and that he would 
realize much funds for the Board. 

Should you think it advisable to 
send an agent among this people, he 
will meet with a hearty reception in 
all places, and cordial co-operation 
from all the brethren. If you send, 
please let me be apprized of it, that 
the committee of which I have spok- 
en, may precede him with an appeal 
to the community on the general sub- 
ject. 


To this we add the following let- 
ter from Hudson, N. Y. 


Dear Sir, 
I am directed by the board of ma- 
ers of the Columbia and Green 
Counties Sabbath-School Union, to 
make an earnest request to the Board 
of the parent institution, for a mis- 
sionary to visit the counties of Co- 
lumbia and Berkshire. In the for- 
mer county, the ignorance on the 
subject of Sabbath-schools is truly 


deplorable. 1 believe that few, if | 


any, portions of our land need such a 
missionary more. We have no funds 
as a society to defray the expenses of 
a missionary, if one was sent, though 
we feel confident that among the en- 
lightened and benevolent he would 
receive many liberal donations. 


Much more must be done by the 
benevolent in this department of our 








operations ; funds must be had—the 
| collections at the Sunday-school Con- 


| cert of Prayer, now received, are en- 
_ tirely inadequate to meet the demand 
on our ‘‘ Missionary Fund,” and the 
initiatory subscriptions of auxiliaries 
amount, comparatively, to but a very 
small sum. The contributions of our 
friends to this object will be grateful- 
| ly received, especially at the present 
time. 





BIBLE CAUSE AND COLOURED POPULA- 
TION. 
A remark made in the communica- 


tion of the Rev. George Cookman, 

and contained in the last number of 

our Magazine, has led us into a train 
of thought, obvious, it is true, but 

not as frequently carried out as the 

nature and importance of the case 
_demands, The remark to which we 
| allude, isin the second column of the 
20th page, and is as follows:— 


‘About two weeks since, we estab- 
lished in this town, (Columbia,) a 
coloured adult school. The idea was 
started by the facts disclosed in the 
investigation of the Managers of our 
Branch Bible Society, who, in com- 
pliance with the resolution of the 
General Board, were ascertaining the 
spiritual’ wants of our population. 
And it was discovered that a large 
proportion of those people were dis- 
abled from participating in the bene- 
_ fits of the measure, in consequence of 
_ their total inability to read. We con- 
cluded, therefore, in order to fur- 
ther the greater charity, we must 
promote previously a /ess, viz. form 
an adult school for coloured per- 
sons.” 


It is an observation which perhaps 
_ few will be disposed to gainsay, that 
| among us, the free coloured popula- 
_ tion, taken as a whole, are among 
| the most ignorant to be found in our 
land. There are, it is true, some 
| very honourable exceptions, but as a 
| general remark, there is none more 
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true. And it is obvious, that before 
the Bible can be advantageously 
placed in the hands of that portion of 
our population, there must be some 
very extended efforts to instruct 
them in reading. We know not, for 
instance, the actual ‘number of fami- 
lies of this description in our cities ; 


but what will avail the benevolent | 


determination to supply every desti- 
tute family, white or coloured, with 
a Bible, if in perhaps 2000 instances 
in Philadelphia alone, there is no abi- 
lity to read. The only remedy which 
appears in the least degree calculat- 


ed to reach this appalling state of | 


things, is for those whose whole souls 
are in the Sunday-school enterprise, 
to direct their zeal and energy into 
this department. There are in our 
large cities, some Sunday-schools, 
particularly for this class of people, 
but they are too few to be men- 
tioned, and their influence is as yet 
scarcely felt. There must be some 
great effort made, for the task is en- 
cumbered with innumerable difficul- 
ties; and nothing but the zeal and 
determination of an intense devotion 
to the cause of Christ will induce any 
individuals to undertake a work 
which has so many obstacles in the 
way of its accomplishment. We have 
no doubt that in the progress through 
the city of Philadelphia and suburbs 
which is now making by the active 
and zealous committees of the vari- 
ous Bible Associations, many most 
appalling instances will be found of 
the same total ignorance which was 
found in Columbia, and we trust that 
the same results may follow. At all 
events, we discharge a portion of the 
high responsibility resting upon us, 
by throwing out these suggestions, 
and we shall be thankful if they are 
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acted upon even in the smallest de- 
gree. We believe that by some ju- 
dicious arrangements, most of the 
Sunday-schools in our cities might be 
managed by a less number of teach- 
ers than are now employed, and in 
such a case many experienced teach- 
ers could at once be raised up to take 
hold on a project of this kind. We 
shall be greatly mistaken if the very 
determination to supply every desti- 


| tute family with a Bible, does not de- 








velope a state of things which will 
constrain the truly benevolent to 
take some active measures to extend 
the benefits of Sunday-school instruc. 
tionto the children and the adults 
of the coloured population, so that 
none may be absolutely shut out from 
the possibility of a personal perusal 
of that word which is able to make 
them wise unto salvation by faith in 
Christ Jesus. 


THE YOUTH’S FRIEND. 
The following is an extract of a 
letter from a Sunday-school teacher 
in Newport, R. I. 


Our Sunday-school prospers this 
winter. More than two hundred 
scholars are members. We propose 
to make every scholar a subscriber 
for the Youth’s Friend, who shall ob- 
tain five new scholars, to receive the 
numbers monthly, so long as the 
scholar shall keep that number of 
scholars in the school. 


AMERICAN BIBLE CLASS SOCIETY, 

A society with the above title was 
formed in the city of Philadelphia, in 
December last. Its objects are stated 
in the first article of its constitution, 
to be as follows: ‘Its objects shall 
be to collect and disseminate know- 
ledge concerning Bible Classes, 
where they exist, how they are con- 
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ducted, and what advantages have 
resulted from them; to devise and 
execute measures, not interfering 
with the government and doctrines 
of the churches, or the appropriate 
province of their pastors, to promote 
the organization and prosperity of 
Bible Classes among all denomina- 
tions throughout the land, and to 
correspond and co-operate with any 
kindred institution which may be 
formed in any other part of the 
world.” 


The Second article provides that, 


i" 
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** Fach subscriber of twenty dollars 
at one time, or one dollar per an- 
num, shall be a member of this So- | 
ciety. The payment of fifty dollars | 
shall constitute any person an honor- 
ary Director for life; the payment of 
one hundred dollars, a Patron, and 
the payment of thirty dollars shall 
constitute a minister an honorary Di- 
rector for life.” 


Bible Classes which contribute 10 
dollars annually, and send a copy of 
their annual report, are auxiliary. 


We have received a communica- 
tion from the Corresponding Secre- 
tary, in which he states, that the Ex- | 
ecutive Committee “solicit the co- 
operation of benevolent institutions,” 
**to extend the influence of Bible Class 
instruction as widely as possible’”’— 
and requests “ that Bible Classes di- 
rectly auxiliary to the American Bi- 
ble Class Society, be favoured with 
the best terms of supplying them- 
selves with” the publications of the 
American Sunday-School Union, 
“which will comport with their own 
interests,” 

This last request will be duly con- 
sidered by our Board, but at present 
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we are not able to state the terms 





upon which the Bible Classes will be 
supplied with our publications. 

We hope this institution will be 
extensively patronised, and meet 
with all the success which its most 
sanguine friends can desire. 





COLONIZING. 

An experienced teacher in Phila- 
delphia, believing his time could be 
more usefully employed in the in- 
struction of a larger number of schol- 
ars, than if confined to a single class, 
lately left the school to which he was 
attached, and formed a new one, to 
be exclusively under his own man- 
agement. He soon collected seven- 
ty-two scholars who are all taught by 
himself. It is remarkable, that a 
few Sabbaths since, the whole num- 
ber were present both in the morn- 
ing and afternoon. The number has 
since increased to eighty-five. 





HANOVER, PENN, 
The Sunday-school in this place, 
we are informed by the secretary, 
is flourishing. It has 18 teachers 
and 137 scholars. ‘“ We have reason 
to believe,” says he, *‘that God is 
working a work of grace in his own 
way in our place—removing preju- 
dice, and opening the door to vital 
religion.” 





WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENN. 
We have a letter from the secre- 
tary of a Sunday-school in this coun- 
ty, from which we make the follow- 


extract. 


‘Last Sabbath, the Lord’s supper 
was administered in this place. Five 
young men, members of our Sabbath- 
school, (two teachers and three pu- 
pils, ) came forward, and publicly pro- 
fessed themselves dedicated to the 
Lord Jesus. It was a most interest- 
ng season, and especially at a meet- 
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ing on Monday, it was a time of deep 
suisibnity. The youth were gene- 
rally in tears. Lewis King, a native 
Otaway, who is hopefully pious, one 
of the fruits of the Maumee Mission 
station, was present, and took his seat 
with the professed disciples of Jesus, 
at his table; he is the interpreter at 
that station. Appearances in this 
congregation are more hopeful, as far 
as I can judge, than they have been 
for many years.” 





THE HARVEST. 


Extract of a letter from Henderson, N. Y. 
Dec, 14, 1827. 


Last Lord’s Day week, I baptized 
three children, whose united ages 
amounted to 30 years, all belonging 
to one family. ‘These children have 
been taught in the Sunday-school, 
and have given good evidence of a 
change of heart for about seven 
months. Since the first of last June, 
I have baptized in this church thirty- 
two, most of whom are youth, and 


about one-fourth of them members of 


the Sabbath-school. 





Moneys received by the American 
Sunday-School Union, from the 
Ist to the 31st of May 1827. 


I. MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars and 
upwards, 


Rev. William Nevins, Pastor of 
the Ist Presbyterian Church, 
Baltimore, Md. by ladies of his 
congregation, 

Rev. Stephen Gano, Pastor of 
the 1st Baptist Church, Prov. 
R. I. by ladies of his congrega- 
tion, 30 

Rev. L. 1. Hoadley, Pastor of the 

church of 
Mass. by Misses E. R. and 
S. W. 30 

Rev. David Porter, D. D. of Cat- 
skill, N. ¥.; $20 71 by his 
Sunday-school, and 9 29 by 
individuals, 30 

Rev. R. Post, Washington, D. C. 
by ladies of his congregation, 30 

Rev. Seth Willison, Union, N. Y. 
by Durham (N. Y.) Female 
Charitable Society, in part, 1250 


$30 

















Il. OTHER MEMBER FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars and 
upwards. 

William Walker, sen. Esq. Put- 

nam Co. Georgia, per. Joel 

Catlin, $30 


Il]. ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 


By the payment of three dollars and 
upwards, 


Isaac S. Loyd, s 
Charles D. Meigs, M. D. 1826-7, 
L. Tooker, 1827, 

A. P. Halsey, . Y. City, 1827, 
per A. W. Corey, 

G. M. Tracy, do. 

James Gilbert Roe, Alfred Cox 
Roe, Susan E. Roe, of New- 
burgh, N. Y. by their father, 
each 3 00, 9 

Miss Few, of Singsing, . Y. 1827, 3 

Rev. Maurice W. Dwight, Hack- 
ensack, .V. J. 1827, 3 


WwW AH 09 


1V. MISSIONARY FUND. 


To constitute the following societies 
auxiliary, 

Newbern, N. C. 
Litchfield, Con. Epis. 
Somerset, Pa. 
Elkton, Ky. 
Fairfield, N. J. 
Bradford, Mass, 
Erie Co, Pa. 
Oxford, N. C. 
Warren Co. 
Hopkinsville, Ky. 
Miftin, Pa. S. 8. 
Kishacoquillas, Pa. 
Lebanon, Pa. 


DONATION, 


Philadelphia S. 8. Concert of 
Prayer, May, $13 22 


V. FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, 


And from individuals in payment for 


books. 
Athens, Georgia, per J. Casells, $4 00 
Baltimore, Md. per G. H. 


M‘Dowell, 
Boston, Mass. per Jno. Gulli- 


15 48 


ver, 80 00 
Brandywine, Del, 6 15 
Bensalem, Pa. 1 00 


Berks & Schuyikill Co. Union, 
Pa. 53 70 
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Butler,Pa. per W. Lowrie, Esq. 46 35 || Philadelphia, 
Chambersburg, Pa. per Ann L. St. Andrew’s Female, 13 81 
Denny, $30 25 Nazareth Meth. 15 
Coventry, Pa. 14 00 Fifth Baptist Church, 81 
Cape May, N. J. 4 62 || St. John’s Meth. 96 
Carlisle, Pa. per Rev. G. Duf- Ebenezer, Southwark, 4 00 
field, 39 00 | Union Church Meth. 5 61 
Columbia, Pa. per W. F. Hous- || St. George’s Meth. 5 00 
ton, q 204 Zoar Meth. 15 98 
Churchtown, Pa. for A.T.S. 4 00° First Presb. Ch. Female, 1 89 
Chilicothe, Ohio, 15 00 First Baptist Church, 16 88 
Dauphin Co. Pa, per Mr. Bu- | Baptist S. S. No. 2, 3 22 
cher, 39 45 Ridge Road, 473 
Danville, Pa. 68 || Public Schools, K. 6 75 
Ebensburg, Pa. 2 03 | do. N. L. 2 26 
Erie Co. N. Y. 8 90. Moravian S. S. 16 06 
Paston, Pa. 10 09 | Eighth Presb. Fem. 10 60 
Fayetteville, N.C. 409 Passyunk, S. S. Pa. 3 00 
Flemmington & Amwell, N.J. 15 76 || Princeton, N. J. 62 70 
Greencastle, Pa. 15 00 || Pittsburg, Pa, per L. Loomis, 10 00 
Georgia S. S.U. 100 00 | do. per Rev. KR. Patterson 46 46 
Germantown, Pa. St. Michael’s 2 34 || J’etersburg, Va. per A. S. Hol- 
Huntingdon, 13 00 derby, 55 00 
Hilltown, N. J. 55 || Powhatcong Valley, N. J. 9 00 
Kishacoguillas, Pa. 7 00 Prince Edward Co. Va. per 
Lewistown, Pa. 5 00 Rev. Dr. Rice, 55 50 
Lebanon, Pa. 30 00 || Stokes Co. N.C, 42 68 
Marion & Radnor, 3 46 || Somerset, Pa. 20 00 
Maryland State Union, on loan T'renton, N. J. per J. Rice, 6 29 
without interest, 200 00 || T'rumbull Co. Ohio, 2 00 
Montgomery, Pa. 57 Trenton, Methodist, 9 08 
Massachusetts State Union, per Thourafare, 4 05 
N. R. Cobb, 330 34 || Vergennes, Vt. per W. R. 
Mifflin, Pa. 5 25 Bixby, 50 00 
Morris Co. N. J. 39 86 || Washington City Union, D. C. 
Northumberland, Pa. 22 72 per J. Kennedy, 106 80 
New Haven,Con-per H. Peck, 100 00 |} Sales to schools not particular- 
New Castle, Del. 28 29 ised by the purchasers, and 
Norfolk, Va. per D. G. Fiske, 80 00 individuals in the city and 
New York, per A. W. Corey, elsewhere, 724 87 
Agent, 535 00 || Amount of issues from the De- 
Norristown, Pa. Pres. 5 94 pository for the month of 
Newbern, N, C. per Rev. L. D. May, 1827, including sales 
Hatch, 3 44 and donations. $5474 33 
Neshamany, Pa. 85 CP The receipt di 
New Athens, Ohio, 5 50 a. eceipts for succeeding 
Oxford, N.C. 11 00 || — will be given in future num- 
—— 0 ae 


NOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


We have been gratified by the receipt of a larger number of original com- 
munications than usual, and we take this opportunity of returning to their 
authors our sincere thanks. We shall make use of these favours in such or- 
der, and at such time, as the best interest of the Magazine requires. We 
hope that the example may be followed, and that our table may never be 
destitute of well written original contributions. What we have said ona 
former occasion, we would now repeat, that the American Sunday-School 
Magazine is peculiarly the property of the teachers of the Sunday-schools in 
he United States, and its columns will be ever open to their use. 








